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FROM JANE…   

Dear All, 
  
And so another dramatic year closes, with many SUPers involved in "The 
Importance of Being Earnest" in what can only be described as perfect weather 
for open air theatre.  It was perfect weather also for our picnic a week or so 
ago - it was lovely to see so many people and families to mark the end of our 
year. 

 
 And as the summer holidays start and I frantically throw my kids clothes into a rucksack, I'd like to 
finish by praising your committee who have all worked so hard this year to support what is our 
collective hobby - I personally would like to give them my personal thanks.   As ever, we need more 
people to step forward to help out,  without a committee and others prepared to help with 
marketing, costumes, social events etc. etc., none of us would have the fun we do on stage.  We 
are going to be more proactive in getting people to help out, but if you would like to help out on 
the committee (we do have  fun, honest!) then please let us know ASAP.  We are re shaping the 
committee, and have exciting plans for the coming season, so why not get more actively involved?  
 
See you all at the AGM in September - have a fantastic summer - I hope the sun keeps shining!  
 
Jane x 
 

 
 
 

The play reading for Absurd Person Singular will take place on Thursday 4th September. Further de-
tails regarding venue and time will follow shortly. 
 
Open auditions will be held on Tuesday 9th, Thursday 11th & Tuesday 16th September at 7.30pm, on 
the University’s Highfield Campus, exact venue to be confirmed. If you wish to audition but cannot 
make those dates, please email Bridget Wilkinson (Director) on webmas-
ter@southamptonuniversityplayers.org.uk. Please mark the subject of your email ‘Auditions’. 
 
Full details of the play can be found in last month’s newsletter. 
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SUP Summer picnic - 12th July in Riverside Park 
 

Some pictures from the picnic, held on a lovely hot, sunny, Summer’s afternoon: 
 
 

SUP branded clothing   

Over the summer we will be placing an order for official SUP clothing. If you haven't got a Polo 
Shirt or Fleece and would like to purchase one, please email Bridgetw@btinternet.com by 20th 
August confirming the size and item you would like. Orders will then be available to collect at 
the AGM on the 4th September.  

 
  
Polo shirts (pictured) cost £10 and zipped fleeces are £18.   
  
Payment in advance please.  
  
You can pay by BACS transfer to the SUP account sort code: 30 90 34  account no:  00938779 
Please use the reference 'your surname -clothing '  
 
Alternatively send a cheque payable to Southampton University Players to Adam Taussik, 52 
Arnold Road, Highfield, Southampton, SO17 1TG.  

Size S M L XL 2XL  

Chest 
To Fit 

(ins) 
34-36 38-40 42-44 46-48 50-50  

mailto:Bridgetw@btinternet.com
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As part of the AGM meeting we will be having a vote for the main committee but also be asking members 
whether they are interested in joining one of the smaller sub committees that are essential to SUP 
success.  
  
Being currently in charge of the marketing of our productions, I would like to tell you a little more about 
the marketing subcommittee and the opportunities to get involved in this area. Marketing includes 
everything we say or do in the public arena to draw attention to our shows, this can be posters, TV 
interviews, Radio jingles, mass leaflet distributions, video trailers, twitter, facebook, website maintenance 
and most importantly word of mouth.  
  
To put a show on at the Nuffield costs us approximately £7,500, all of which must be recouped through 
ticket sales, before we make any profit.  Therefore successfully marketing our productions is what keeps 
the society going. 
  
We work on the principle that many hands make light work so share responsibilities out, so that the time 
commitment is little and often (i.e. send a tweet) rather than a huge amount at any one time. If you would 
like to get involved, please sign up at the AGM or drop me a line at bridgetw@btinternet.com. In addition, 
if we have any members of the society who have a background in marketing, please volunteer with 
increasing theatre hire costs, your expertise would be invaluable to us. 
  
As well as the more regular 'marketeers' We also need a large troop of volunteers to give out flyers at 
local events, venues, just before our productions.  This is more occasional work and usually starts and 
finishes with a drink or meal in a pub. 

 Annual general meeting 

4th September 2014 

 

Followed by reading of Absurd Person Singular 
Building 34. Highfield Campus. 
 

The AGM is your opportunity to get involved in the running of SUP, to discuss our activities, and 
even join the committee. Some members of the current committee will be stepping down and 
all committee positions are available for nomination, so anyone who wishes to stand should 
complete the attached nomination form and send to the Secretary (details on back page). The 
positions are: 
 
Chairman: To run the company, and committee, giving guidance to other members 
Vice-Chairman: To assist the chairman with running the company (this position is selected from 
members of the committee, at the first meeting following the AGM) 
Secretary: To keep minutes of committee meetings, and deal with company correspondence 
Treasurer: To keep track of the company’s finances, and pay the bills 
Marketing Secretary: To publicise the company and our productions 
Membership Secretary: To keep the membership list up to date, welcome new 
members and collect subscriptions 
Social Secretary: To lead the Social Sub-Committee, which arranges social events for the  
company 
Standing Members: To advise the committee, with no specific role 
 
Full job descriptions are available in the members only section of the website. 
 
Other jobs which we need help with: Webmaster: To keep the website up to date with company 
news. Newsletter Editor: To edit (and sometimes write) this very publication.  

mailto:bridgetw@btinternet.com
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What’s On (other than 

SUP...) 

To advertise a theatrical extravaganza email Paul, the 
Newsletter Editor, with details. 

Quotes from our Social Media... 

 

Blog: The Making of the Absurd starts 
today at  
 
southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.
com/blog-the-making-of-the-absurb/   
 
Feel free to join in! 

 

“Hi, we need to get an up to date list of 
members that are university staff, past staff 
or current or past student. If you have an 
affiliation to the University in this way please 
can you confirm asap. Thank you” 

 
Details of audition pieces for 
Absurd Person Singular, Nuffield 
Jan 2015, now on SUP website. 
Open to non-members  

The Committee:  

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Vice-Chair and  
     Marketing 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer and 
Technical Support 

Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Social Secretary    

Play Reading and  
      Selection 

Mary Francis  023 8063 7242   

Newsletter Editor Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Committee Sarah Whitehouse  07544 261213  s_j_whitehouse_86@hotmail.com 

Director, Great Gatsby Malcolm Chewter 07958 769202  malcolm@malcolmchewter.com  

Performance and  
Social opportunities 

 
4 Sept - AGM followed by reading of 
‘Absurd Person Singular’ 
 
9, 11 & 16 Sept—Auditions for ‘Absurd 
Person Singular’ 
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