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Newsletter 
December 2013, Issue 65 

FROM JANE…  Hello to everyone. Welcome to our final newsletter for 2013, and what a 

year it’s been! Firstly, a big thank you to everyone involved in Triple Act: directors, cast, backstage 

crew, front of house, and those of you in the audiences. In particular, thanks to producer Bridget 

Wilkinson for making it all happen. Well done to Pride at Southanger Park which won the audience 

vote.  

 

The year got off to a great start with Dear Antoine, which was warmly received by audiences, 

followed by In Room Five Hundred and Four, successful in two festivals. Our summer production, 

Immaculate, was a different type of play for SUP, but very much enjoyed by those who saw it. 

Rehearsals are well advanced for The Diary of Anne Frank, the first production in our 50th 

anniversary year, which is shaping up to be fantastic. Please carry on spreading the word and 

encourage everyone to book tickets as soon as possible! It won’t be too long before auditions loom 

for our summer production, The Great Gatsby. 

  

With much to look forward to in our 50th anniversary season, we’d like more 

members to become actively involved in running SUP. Please get in touch if you 

can give a little time, particularly in Marketing and in supporting specific 

productions. We’re planning various events and celebrations in 2014: first up is 

our “Golden” Christmas party -  photos in the next newsletter - and our next 

social play reading on Thursday 15th January. 

 

A Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year to you all.    Jane  

The Diary of Anne Frank 
 
Tickets are on sale on the Nuffield website, so please organise all your 
family and friends and book them now - they make a great Christmas 
or Hanukkah present. It would be great for the cast to be able to 
perform to large audiences each night, and we have sold 93 tickets so 
far. 

We are looking for backstage assistance both during the run, and for 
set building -  
 27 December - Go through flats at SUP’s Garage (if wet, delay 
until 28th) 
 4-5 January - Painting flats at the Annexe  
 11-12 January - Building scenery at Lorraine’s in Totton 
 25-26 January - Continue painting or building 

No experience necessary, just bring enthusiasm and old clothes - you don’t need to be available for all 
of the dates, but any time would be really helpful. Training and refreshments provided. Transport to 
Totton can be arranged. If you are able to assist with any of these sessions please contact Adam 
Taussik, Production Manager on 07736 705676 or email aataussik@yahoo.com. 

Happy Hanukah 
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Semblance of Madness  
by John H. Newmeir, Director: Alison Wells 

Pride at Southanger Park 
By Rupert Bean, Director: Margaret Sargeant  

Pub Quiz - Battle of the Sexes  

by Mark Wakeman, Director: Carl Browning 

A huge thank you to everyone involved in Triple Act. 

An evening of one act plays was a new venture for SUP and it was an excellent event. Audiences loved 

it and a huge amount of fun was had by all.  

What was particularly lovely is that the production welcomed 14 new members to SUP who gave 

some great performances, on stage, backstage and front of house.  Also Alison Wells, who has been 

with the group a little longer, made her impressive directing debut in the UK with Semblance of 

Madness. Well done all! 

I must just mention particular thanks to Mike Frost and Clayton Peters who did a huge amount of 

work, liaising with the Nuffield and preparing the lighting rig for us the week before the show, so that 

the technical rehearsal could start first thing on the Saturday morning.  Also I would like to thank 

Kathryn Salmon, who made her debut with SUP and proved herself an excellent stage manager.  

I am also thrilled to say that the event made a profit, which is not always guaranteed in the amdram 

world these days. In addition the Nuffield have apologised and reduced our hire cost due to the lack 

of changing rooms.   

Voting was close but the winner of Triple Act 2013 was Pride at Southanger Park, congratulations 

cast, director and support team. The director (Margaret Sargeant) is now the proud owner of the 

Triple Act Trophy which I know will take pride of place on her mantelpiece.  

With the voting so close, I am delighted that Totton Drama Festival have confirmed that we can enter 

up to three plays, so the committee are discussing the possibility of taking all three plays to Totton in 

March which would get us all together again! Watch this space! 

Congratulations Triple Act, we were fab! Bridget, Production Manager 

Clockwise from top left : 

Semblance of Madness; The 

Directors; Production team; 

Pub Quiz - Battle of the Sexes; 

Pride at Southanger Park 

Pictures by Adam Taussik 
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Do you have a story to tell? 
 

50
th

 Celebrations - Golden Memories special newsletter 

planned 
 

We are planning to put together a special edition of the newsletter next year 

including your memories of SUP – from its earliest days, right through to our 

newest members and their recent highlights with SUP. 

 

Please get in touch if you’d like to share a recollection, anecdote or story: funny, 

poignant, instructive.... it could be memories of a previous show, stories about much-missed 

members, unforeseen problems on stage, or hilarity in the dressing room: comedy or tragedy, we’d 

love to hear from you. 

 

We’d also like to feature lots of photos in our celebrations so, once again, please get in touch if you 

have something you’d like to share – perhaps an image that hasn’t seen 

the light of day until now? Please email Adam - aataussik@yahoo.com 

or Stephen – stephen@fenerty.co.uk 

 

50
th

 Celebrations sub committee – can you help? 
 

With so much happening in 2014 and a few surprises in the pipeline, we 

need more help to make sure everything happens. If you can spare a little time – specifically to 

support our golden anniversary celebrations – please get in touch with SUP secretary Alison Wells - 

alison@belmorepark.co.uk or social secretary Stephen Fenerty – stephen@fenerty.co.uk 

50 

A review from Alison Wells 
My mum and I were really looking forward to our night out at the Plaza in 
Romsey. Not only were we pleased to be seeing a Priestley play but also 
excited to see our own Natalie Windebank in her first role with the RAODS. 

We took our seats in the lovely Art Deco theatre, waved at other SUP’ers in 
the audience and settled back to enjoy  the show. When the lights came 
up, the audience applauded the set which was a very authentic looking 
drawing room in a Victorian house. The story revolves around 3 married 

couples celebrating their silver wedding anniversaries, all having been married on the same day, in 
the same church 25 years ago. Due to a mix up with the vicar at the time, it comes to light that they 
may not have been ‘officially’ married at all - ever – a shocking situation in the 1930’s! The comedy 
comes from the revelation coming to light firstly to the husbands and then to their horrified 
‘wives’. There then ensues fun and laughter from the interesting changes in the dynamics of the 
three relationships as both sexes realize that perhaps they are not ‘shackled’ by their marriages 
any longer! With a drunken press photographer (brilliantly played by Peter Moore), a put upon 
housekeeper, a possible mistress and the naïve but nosy house maid (a fabulous performance 
from our Natalie – and a well deserved Curtain Call nomination!) thrown into the mix, the play 
moved along at a pace as the story twisted and turned. Although the premise of the story is a little 
dated now, we thoroughly enjoyed the evening. We had a good laugh and enjoyed being taken 
back to a glamorous period in history where men and women and the institution of marriage were 
quite different from today! 
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Joined for a Social 

The November event was well attended 

and lots of fun – it was great to 

have a mix of longstanding and 

new members, and people of all 

ages.  
 

Pictures by Stephen 

Fenerty 

Performance and Performance and Performance and Performance and     
Social opportunitiesSocial opportunitiesSocial opportunitiesSocial opportunities    

19 December - Christmas Party 

27 December, 4/5, 11/12, 25/26 January - Set 

building 

15 January 2014 - New Year Social 

31 January  - Curtain Call Awards 

25 February - 1 March - The Diary of Anne Frank 

1 March - Anne Frank party 

17-21 June - The Great Gatsby 

Members’ News  
Merry Christmas to all Members 

Join us for a Social! 

Social evening and play reading – 

Wednesday 15th January 2014 
 

Please join us for a Greek-themed evening of fun 

 

Beat the wintertime blues with a cosy social 

evening in the company of SUP. Everyone is 

welcome and if you’d like to take part in the 

informal play reading, there will be opportunities 

for all. 

 

Committee member for Play Reading and 

Selection, Mary Francis, has the scripts for Tiger at 

the Gates - a play in two acts by Jean Giraudoux:  

“A story that resonates strongly with the current 

worldwide political climate, highlighting the 

absurdities and fickleness of war with intellect 

and wit.” 

 

Written in 1935 as war clouds gathered in Europe 

and based on the legends of the Trojan War, the 

play begins with a Trojan victory and the desire to 

return the abducted Helen to the Greeks. Head of 

State Hector thinks this should be done to ensure 

peace and to close the Gates of War: his wife, 

sisters and mother are with him - his father, 

brother and court poet are against him... 

 

We meet at Room 3019, Building 34 on 

Southampton University main campus. Please 

email stephen@fenerty.co.uk by Friday 10
th

 

January so we can have an idea of numbers. If you 

might struggle with transport and need a lift, 

please email stephen@fenerty.co.uk and we’ll do 

our best to sort something out. 

 

Soft drinks and Greek-themed nibbles will be 

provided! 
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We’d like to share some good news regarding 

our storage space at the University. We are still 

finalising details but following some delicate 

negotiations (thanks again, Bridget!) the 

University has been extremely accommodating 

and agreed to let us keep our storage space for an 

agreed monthly rent. This is an excellent result. 

Storage 

Join SUP at the 'Oscars of the South' Party! 
 

Since the beginning of the year up until the 25th November, a panel of 

experienced independent judges have been reviewing local amateur shows, 

plays and musicals on behalf of the Daily Echo and the nominations are 

now out for the 2013 Curtain Call awards (see the Echo link on the SUP 

website). 

 

Philip De Grouchy, a long standing member of SUP, and highly 

accomplished actor, has been nominated for a Curtain Call award for his 

performance as Lucifer in SUP's production of Immaculate this summer.  

In addition, other members of SUP, Val Struthers, Natalie Windebank and 

Ruben Sanchez Garcia, have been nominated in different categories for 

their involvement in productions with other companies this year.   

 

Being nominated is a brilliant achievement, Congratulations!  

 

The 'Oscars of the South' award ceremony,  at which overall winners are announced, will take place at 

the Grand Harbour Hotel on 31st January 2014. The black tie event starts off with an arrival drink, a 

three course dinner followed by the award presentation. During the evening some am-dram groups 

will be performing excerpts from their show to highlight the high standard of productions in the area.  

 

Tickets are £38.50 (not cheap, but it really is the grand amdram event of the year) and SUP can take 

up to 20 people to the event.  So why not dress up in your posh frock, or dinner suit, cheer for our 

nominees and party ‘til you drop (finishes at 1am). Those who have been before recommend it as a 

really great night out (see pictures above from our last nomination in 2011). 

 

If you would like to join the party, please email Bridgetw@btinternet.com by 4th January 2014. 

Tickets will be given out on a strict first come first serve basis. 

 

See you there! Bridget 

 

In case you were wondering: Triple Act was seen by two Daily Echo judges and will be up for 

consideration for the 2014 awards.  
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What’s On (other than SUP...) 
To advertise a theatrical extravaganza 

email Adam, the Newsletter Editor, with 

details. 

Quotes from our Social Media... 

Bridget Wilkinson 

“Hugh congratulations to Philip Degrouchy for his curtain call nomination 

for Lucifer in Immaculate. Hugely well deserved. Also congratulations to 

Natalie Windebank for her nomination for her performance in When we 

are married with RAODS. Brilliant News! Congratulations both!” 

Bridget Wilkinson 

“Congratulations to Pride of 

Southanger Park for winning 

Triple Act. Well deserved! See 

you at Totton!” 

Bridget Wilkinson 

“SUP are going Twitter mad, please would all members who have a twitter 

account please follow us as @Supamdram so we can keep in touch!. If you 

dont have an account and would like one, please go to www.twitter.com and 

follow the instructions. It is quite easy, but if you are stuck ask for help 

below!” 

Ruth Kibble  @RuthEKibble   

“@SUPamdram Great review for Triple Act from 

@scenesouth Southampton University Players, Studio 

Bar, Nuffield Theatre http://bit.ly/IDOoy9” 

Nuffield Theatre 

 @nuffieldtheatre   

“We welcome local 

amdram society 

@SUPamdram this 

weekend with their show 

Triple Act. We hope you 

have a great show! http://

bit.ly/Ikxx3H”  

The Committee:  

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Vice-Chair and  
     Marketing 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer, Technical 
       Support and  
       Newsletter Editor 

Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Social Secretary Stephen Fenerty 07968 196418 stephen@fenerty.co.uk 

Play Reading and  
      Selection 

Mary Francis  023 8063 7242   

Committee Sarah Whitehouse  07544 261213  s_j_whitehouse_86@hotmail.com 

 Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Director, Anne Frank Lorraine Biddlecombe 023 8086 1345 rainybidd@aol.com 

Katarina Smith  

“I've started putting up 

leaflets at college and I 

know a few other places I 

can put them up”  

A Festival of New One-Act Plays 
February 12th to February 15th 2014 

Havant Arts Centre 

Choices Written by Mark Wakeman A hotel by the sea. A couple in love. 

Trying to run from their past. But there are some things that you can't escape… 

 

Jitters Written by Mark Wakeman It's Tara's wedding day. She's about to be 

married and just as she's heading to the altar her best friend lets slip a secret 

that causes her to rethink everything. For the perpetually indecisive. Possibly.  

 

Grotto Written by Mark Wakeman An out of work actor takes a job as a 

department store Father Christmas, thinking it's easy money. But someone is 

going to walk through those doors that will turn his life upside down. A girl 

with the darkest secret... 

Adam Taussik  @aataussik  “Tweet something interesting to @SUPamdram and it 

may end up in our Newsletter #ChristmasParty?” 

The Maskers at the Nuffield  

21 to 25 January 2014  

Directed by Hazel Burrows, 

with Markus Kinsella 


