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FROM JANE…  Dear all, 

Welcome to this newsletter, with a brief note from me as we begin the final week (eek!) of 
rehearsals and preparations for next week at the Nuffield with Anne Frank.  In the newsletter you 
will find details of where you can still help with the show, particularly on front of house - the more 
people we have out front, the more chance we have of capturing email addresses, which means a 
big reduction in our marketing costs for future shows.  I cannot stress how hard the cast and crew 
of the show have worked, so please do what you can to support, and remember, whilst tickets are 
selling well, there is always room for more people - let's see if we can achieve 
that elusive "house full" sign! 
 
As well as Anne Frank, preparations are starting for all three of our Triple Act 
shows in the Totton festival, we are starting to arrange celebrations of our 50th 
year, various social events are being planned, and, as I write, I am looking at a 
large pile of scripts for Great Gatsby ready for the play reading on 6th March.  
What a fantastic year this is shaping up to be! See you all at the Nuffield next 
week.                                                                                                                   Jane 

The Diary of Anne Frank 
The Anne Frank SHOW BLOG is regularly updated on the website and provides interesting insights to 
the show for our audiences, so please check it out at  http://
southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com/the-directors-blog-anne-
frank - if you are on Facebook or Twitter it makes a great link to share. If 
you can write something about your involvement in the show - or your 
thoughts on Anne Frank’s experiences, we’d love to include it. Send your 
material to Bridget Wilkinson. 
 
Thank you to the three people who attended the ENVELOPE STUFFING 
event. Next time we would like to see more members joining in this 
important marketing task which is also an opportunity to catch up and have 
a chat over the paperwork (nibbles are provided)! 
 
We are also really need assistance with FRONT OF HOUSE staff every 
night during the show. PLEASE contact Margaret Sargeant on 023 8046 4698 
or romarg@talktalk.net if you can help - it is not a hard task, and you can watch the show that night too 
(as long as you have the appropriate ticket!) 
 
GET IN – ASSISTANCE PLEASE! 
As you may or may not be aware, for Anne Frank, the design, planning and preparation of the set has 
been entirely the responsibility of SUP. The final piece is building it on the stage at the Nuffield on 
Sunday 23rd February. We would like to ask for 2 hours of your time on this day from 12.30pm – 2.30pm 
to help us put the flats (set) up please. There will be expertise there who know what to do and have plans 
to follow – but we need hands / muscle to hold things in place, lift flats and generally assist in preparing 
the stage. If you can help, please kindly confirm to Alison asap. If you would like to help / learn other 
aspects of set building, please do let Alison know and we can arrange for you to be involved in other 
activities going on that day. 

http://southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/6284892668
https://twitter.com/#/SUPamdram
mailto:romarg@talktalk.net
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Social 
 

STOP PRESS +++ STOP PRESS +++ STOP PRESS +++ STOP PRESS 
CHANGE OF DATE & VENUE 

After Show Party – The Diary of Anne Frank  
 
We recently learned the main Nuffield Studio Bar will be closed for refurbishment during 
the week of the run. While drinks will still be served on performance nights in a temporary 
bar in the foyer, this means we cannot hold our traditional after-show in the bar. Because 
we’d have to move to a different venue – and given the running time of the play plus the 
get-out - the Committee has decided the best option is to hold the after-show the next 
afternoon, a short distance from the Nuffield. We will still gather for drinks at The Style (on 
the corner of Burgess Road) after the show for those who would like to wind down! 
 
SUP Anne Frank After Show Party 
Date and time:            Sunday 2nd March 4-7pm 
Venue:  The Pavilion – Portswood 

Residents’ Gardens, 13 
Abbotts Way, Highfield 
Postcode for Satnav - 
SO17 1QU (we can’t 
guarantee this will bring 
you to the door!) 
Entrance in Abbott’s Way 
- parallel with the Portswood end of Highfield Lane 

 
Parking: no parking is available onsite - please park safely and considerately in adjacent 
streets. Waitrose car park is a short walk but restrictions may be in force: please check! 
From Abbott’s Way, it’s a short stroll along a gravel drive. When you come to the top, turn 
right and continue on the path – the Pavilion is ahead.  
 
The heated Pavilion is a popular venue for local clubs and events. Holding up to 85 guests, 
there are toilets and a kitchen onsite.    

 
Soft drinks and nibbles will be provided, and you can 
bring your own alcoholic drinks if you wish! As before, 
we’re asking folk to bring their own buffet food: 
sandwiches, cakes, snacks... whatever takes your fancy. If 
everyone brings a little, we should have quite a spread! 
Cast, crew and SUP members are welcome to bring their 
families – all of who will have seen the show that week, 
of course! Hope to see you at the party! 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: Play-reading and social event – Friday 9th May 
 
After the success of the Autumn and Winter play readings, our next get-together is 
planned for Friday 9th May at 7.30pm – in Building 34 at the University. We are yet to 
confirm what we’ll be reading. As ever, soft drinks and nibbles will be provided.  
More details to follow.  
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SUP at the 'Oscars of the South' Party! 
 
On 31st January several members attended the Curtain 
Call Awards 2013 to support Philip De Grouchy - who had 
been nominated for his performance in Immaculate last 
summer - along with other members of SUP (Natalie 
Windebank and Ruben Sanchez Garcia), who had been 
nominated with other companies this year.  We were not 

fortunate enough to win an award this year, but a great night was had by all. The 
awards were presented by EastEnders actor John (‘Nasty’ Nick Cotton) Altman and accompanied by 
a three course meal, a disco and copious amounts of wine! 

Do you want to direct for SUP? 

The committee is currently considering submissions for the 2014/15 season. If you have a 
play that you would like to be considered for the main stage at the Nuffield, the Studio or the 
Totton Drama Festival, please contact a member of the committee with  details by 3rd March 
2014. The more we have to choose from, the better the programme we can put on! 

SUP SOCIAL EVENTS - THEATRE TRIP! 
The smash hit comedy “One Man, Two Guvnors” at the Mayflower - 
Monday 2nd June 2014 
 

“Comic perfection. What are you waiting for? Book now!”  
- Daily Telegraph 
“The funniest show on the planet” - Daily Mail 
 
The National Theatre’s award-winning comedy is coming to Southampton 
– and we’re hoping to take a group from SUP to see it, at a discounted 
rate. “Seen by over one million people worldwide, this internationally  
acclaimed smash-hit is a glorious celebration of British comedy - a unique, 
laugh-out-loud mix of satire, songs, slapstick and glittering one-liners.” 
 
        Instead of paying £32 for ‘best seats’ in the Front Stalls  - rows G to K -  

we get a Group discount of £3 per ticket – so it will cost £29 per ticket 
        Places are limited to 25 and it’s first come, first served 
        A maximum of 2 tickets are available for each SUP member, so you 

can bring your partner if you wish. 
        Please email SUP Social Secretary Stephen Fenerty straight away, and 

by FRIDAY 14th MARCH at the latest to secure your place -  
        stephen@fenerty.co.uk  
        You will need to pay the full amount (will need to pay the Mayflower) 

within a week of emailing Stephen and booking your place(s) –  
        by THURSDAY 20th MARCH at the very latest . 
        Payment can be made via BACS Online Banking -  payments can be 

made (please reference “1M2G” with your FULL NAME when making payments) to Sort code: 30-90
-34, Account: 00938779. 

        Alternatively you can sent a cheque payable to ‘Southampton University Players’ to Adam at 52 
Arnold Road, Highfield, Southampton, SO17 1TG or pass your payment to any member of the  

        committee. 

“One massive hit”- The Independent  “A proper old fashioned giggle”- The Sun 
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Totton Festival of Drama 

Semblance of Madness  

Pride at Southanger Park 

Pub Quiz of the Sexes  

24-29 March 2014 at Hanger Farm Arts Centre. 

 

Well done to everyone for Triple Act - it is now 
onwards and upwards for the 3 one act plays. 
Although the winner of the  audience vote was 
Pride at Southanger Park, Totton Drama Festival 
have confirmed that we can enter all three plays. 
We will therefore take all three plays to Totton in 
March which will get us all together again!  

The plays will be performed on the following nights: 

  27 March - Semblance of Madness 
  28 March - Pride at Southanger Park 
  29 March - Pub Quiz of the Sexes 

 
Your director will be in touch with details of 
rehearsals for the Festival. 

 

Do you have a story to tell? 
 

50th Celebrations - Golden Memories special newsletter  
We are seeking your memories of SUP – from its earliest days, right through to 
our newest members and recent highlights of SUP. Please contact Stephen 
Fenerty with a recollection, anecdote or story and lots of photos: funny, 
poignant, instructive.... previous shows, much-missed members, unforeseen 
problems, or hilarity in the dressing room: comedy or tragedy, we’d love to 
hear from you. 
 

We’d also like to feature lots of photos in our celebrations so, once again, please get in touch if you 
have something you’d like to share – perhaps an image that hasn’t seen the light of day until now? 
Please email Stephen – stephen@fenerty.co.uk, Adam - aataussik@yahoo.com or Paul – 
paulcresser@hotmail.com. 
 

50th Celebrations sub committee we need more help to make sure everything happens. If 

you can spare a little time to support our anniversary celebrations – please get in touch with 
Stephen. 

50 
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Performance and  
Social opportunities 

25 February-1 March - The Diary of Anne  
 Frank 
2 March - Anne Frank party 
6 March - The Great Gatsby reading 
18/20 March - The Great Gatsby Auditions 
Totton Festival of Drama: 
  27 March - Semblance of Madness 
  28 March - Pride at Southanger Park 
  29 March - Pub Quiz Battle of the Sexes 
9 May - Play reading, title to be announced 
2 June—Theatre Trip: ‘One Man, Two 
Guvnors’ 
17-21 June - The Great Gatsby 
21 June - 50th Anniversary Gala 

Members’ News  
 

A very warm welcome to our new 
members:  
 
Christine Ash, Lottie Ash, Nick 
Coleman, Thomas Heald, 
Hannah Swieton, Simon Eagle 
and Ania Wrzesinska. 
 
                   ***** 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
To Chris Aland and his wife 
Rachel on the birth of Rosie, born 
8th February at 08:13, weighing 
8lb 8oz ! 
 

SUP’s June production in 2014 will be The Great 
Gatsby, directed by Malcolm Chewter. Further 
details will be in the next newsletter, but please 
come to the Reading to learn more about the 
show on Thursday 6th March in Building 34 / 
Room 1025 

 *** Please note the change of date. *** 

Open auditions will be on 18th & 20th March 
2014. 

Rehearsals will start on 22 March, on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

Meri has offered to mentor anyone interested 
in arranging costumes for the production—
please let any of the committee know if you’d 
like to take advantage of this opportunity. 

There will be a pre-show gala before the 
Saturday performance to celebrate SUP’s 50th 
anniversary year—watch this space for further 
details! 

 

 
A message from Mary Francis: 

 
Mary would like to extend her thanks to all the 
members who have sent her kind messages 
and sympathy following her recent sad loss. 
 
It has been very much appreciated to know that 
her friends in SUP have been thinking of her at 
this difficult time.  
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What’s On (other than SUP...) 
To advertise a theatrical extravaganza 
email Adam, the Newsletter Editor, with 
details. 

Quotes from our Social Media... 

 
SUP (am dramatics)  @SUPamdram  Jan 31 
“Nasty nick giving away the awards tonight at the curtain call awards. Good 
luck all” 

April Apes Napper 
 
“one week 
eeek!!!!!!!!” 

 
Stephen Fenerty  @sfenerty  
“@SUPamdram Fab work at tonight's #annefrank rehearsals, great cast, 
April is superb as Anne: 2 weeks to opening! @nuffieldtheatre” 

Hazel Burrows 
 
“A bunch of Maskers are coming to Anne 
Frank on Tuesday, can't wait!” 

Be sure to check out the Anne Frank trailer on our Facebook page! 

The Committee:  

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Vice-Chair and  
     Marketing 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer and 
Technical Support 

Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Social Secretary Stephen Fenerty 07968 196418 stephen@fenerty.co.uk 

Play Reading and  
      Selection 

Mary Francis  023 8063 7242   

Committee Sarah Whitehouse  07544 261213  s_j_whitehouse_86@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Director, Anne Frank Lorraine Biddlecombe 023 8086 1345 rainybidd@aol.com 

 
Nick Coleman 
 
“Looking forward to 
being part of this 
moving portrayal at 
The Nuffield” 
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