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FROM JANE… Happy new year everyone! I hope 2014 is a good year for us all - theatrically 

and personally. The year ended well with a very successful, gold themed Christmas party. Balloons 

flew, the food was lovely, the dance floor occupied for most of the evening, and I am proud to say 

SUP were the last ones standing! I was so pleased to see everyone embrace the gold theme, but 

particular mention must be given to Bridget's fantastic leggings that I hope will become a regular 

feature at SUP gatherings for this, our 50th year! I would like to thank Stephen and Alison for their 

hard work in organising it all on SUPs behalf. 

 

Rehearsals for Anne Frank are now in the final straight, set building is underway and marketing is in 

full swing - don't forget to distribute leaflets and sell tickets - see details below of 

the envelope stuffing, we hope see as many of you as possible.  

Last week there was a great play reading of Noises Off, and a good time was had 

by all. Do please keep being involved in as much as you can - it is always lovely 

to see people coming together and sharing the fun that is Amateur Theatre. Jane  

The Diary of Anne Frank 
 
Tickets are selling well (over 300!), but please book yours now if you 
haven’t got them already. We are looking for the following PROPS PROPS PROPS PROPS - please 
contact Adam Taussik or Lorraine Biddlecombe if you can help with these: 

 Camp beds (modern ones are ok, as they will be covered in sheets) 
 School text/work books (particularly Latin + French) - NOT colour 
 Old fashioned handbags  
 Enamel bowls, cups/mugs 
 Old fashioned dining chairs 
 Old style office table, chair, small bookcase 
 Battery operated candles for a menorah   
 
Following Set Build Weekend 1 (see page 2!), our next SET PAINTING SET PAINTING SET PAINTING SET PAINTING session is 25-26 January at the 
Nuffield Annexe - any time you can spare would be really helpful. Training and refreshments provided.  
 
The Anne Frank SHOW BLOG SHOW BLOG SHOW BLOG SHOW BLOG is now on the website and provides interesting insights to the show for 
our audiences, so please check it out - if you are on Facebook or Twitter it makes a great link to share 
(see links above). If you can write something about your involvement in the show - or your thoughts on 
Anne Frank’s experiences, we’d love to include it. Send your material to Bridget Wilkinson. 
 
Our biannual ENVELOPE STUFFING ENVELOPE STUFFING ENVELOPE STUFFING ENVELOPE STUFFING event will be on Saturday 1 February 2014 at 11am, please come 
down to Room 1020 in Building 34 at the University, and join in - many hands will make the work light, 
and it is a great opportunity to catch up and have a chat over the paperwork. Refreshments are provided. 
 
Finally, we are looking for assistance with FRONT OF HOUSE FRONT OF HOUSE FRONT OF HOUSE FRONT OF HOUSE staff every night during the show - a 
great opportunity to meet with all those who have been good enough to come and see us. Please contact 
Margaret Sargeant on 023 8046 4698 or romarg@talktalk.net if you can help - it is not a hard task, and 
you can watch the show that night too (as long as you have the appropriate ticket!) 



2 

Joined for a Social 

The January event was well attended and lots 

of fun – we were unable to get the scripts for 

Tiger At The Gates this time, but we read 

Noises Off, which was hilarious, and it was 

great to have a mix of longstanding and new 

members, and people of all ages.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture by 

Jonathan 

Shepherd 

Do you have a story to tell? 
 

50
th

 Celebrations - Golden Memories special newsletter  
We are seeking your memories of SUP – from its earliest days, right through to 

our newest members and recent highlights of SUP. Please contact Stephen 

Fenerty with a recollection, anecdote or story and lots of photos: funny, 

poignant, instructive.... previous shows, much-missed members, unforeseen 

problems, or hilarity in the dressing room: comedy or tragedy, we’d love to hear 

from you. 

 

50
th

 Celebrations sub committee we need more help to make sure 

everything happens. If you can spare a little time to support our anniversary celebrations – please 

get in touch with Stephen. 

50 

Join SUP at the 'Oscars 

of the South' Party! 
 

On 31st January the gang will be 

supporting Philip De Grouchy - 

who has been nominated for a 

Curtain Call award for his 

performance in Immaculate last summer - and 

other members of SUP (Val Struthers, Natalie 

Windebank and Ruben Sanchez Garcia), who 

have been nominated with other companies this 

year.   

Pictures of the event will be in the next 

Newsletter, so please keep your fingers 

crossed. 

The app below has been recommended by a friend for 

learning lines. Apparently, Julianna Margulies (star of 

ER) raves about it. I haven’t tried it, but I thought it 

worth mentioning if anyone would like to try it. Adam 

“Rehearsal is the most often used, easiest, most 

popular app in the world for learning your lines, 

memorizing your scenes, and exploring your 

characters. World famous TV actors, film actors, 

commercial actors use Rehearsal every day. So do 

stage actors, acting students, community theater actors, 

VO artists, coaches, teachers, public speakers and 

other professional performers. They all rely on 

Rehearsal for auditions, on-set filming, stage work, 

classwork and public speaking. You can download it 

instantly at http://rehearsaltheapp.com/download or 

search Rehearsal in the App Store.” 

The SUP Set building team 

hard at work on Anne 

Frank’s Annexe 
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The GOLD 
Christmas Party 

Pictures by Adam Taussik, Greg 

Parr and Jonathan Shepherd 
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A chance to get to know some of our new members - April Napper will be playing 
Anne Frank in the forthcoming production, and Kerry Wall will be Miep Gies; please 
come and support them and meet them for a drink afterwards! 

Name: April Napper 
What did you do before you joined us? Started off in Gantry Youth 
Theatre, went to St. Annes Secondary School (no, I wasn't taught 
by nuns). I've played the flute and am learning the ukulele. I was 
recently in Hampshire Youth Theatre's Great Expectations where I 
played Young Pip.  
Favourite play: Ahhh... can I skip this question?! 
Favourite pasta shape: Penne 
What is the most interesting thing to happen to you in the theatre? umm uhh 
umm.... oh I was watching Stomp at the Mayflower and a woman got up in the 
middle of the performance to go to the loo and they all just stopped to look her, then 
carried on playing and when she came back they stopped again and tutted. It didn’t 
happen to me but was funny to watch. 
Who would play you in a movie of your life? Well that's a tough one - maybe Emma 
Watson. 

Name: Kerry Wall.  
What did you do before you joined us? I am 34 and married with five children. I have 
been acting from the age of 10 when I played the Christmas crocodile in a school 
play and have had the bug for it ever since. I studied drama at GCSE and BTEC 
performing arts and joined amateur dramatic groups taking part in numerous plays 
and musicals including Our Day Out, Smike, Yanamamo, Barnum, Marat Sade, 
Sweeny Todd, Pantomimes, Slice of Saturday Night, Cabarets and lots of short plays 
and much more. 
The last time I was on stage was 10 years ago so I’m very nervous but so excited to 
be doing Anne Frank with such a wonderful cast and crew.  
Favourite play: Comedies, as I love to laugh. 
Favourite pasta shape: I love Thomas tank engine pasta shapes because my son says 
choo choo. It’s so cute. 
What is the most interesting thing to happen to you in the theatre? Spraining my 
ankle doing a jump dance move........in rehearsal but the show must go on. Oh and 
learning to plate spin for Barnum.....that was amusing....it will be alright on the 
night. I never joined the circus after lol. 
Who would play you in a movie of your life? I think the best person would be Cathy 
Burke. 
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Performance and Performance and Performance and Performance and     
Social opportunitiesSocial opportunitiesSocial opportunitiesSocial opportunities    

25/26 January - Set painting Anne Frank 

31 January - Curtain Call Awards 

1 February 11am - Envelope stuffing 

25 February-1 March - The Diary of Anne  

 Frank 

1 March - Anne Frank party 

11 March - The Great Gatsby reading 

18/20 March - The Great Gatsby Auditions 

24-29 March - Totton Festival of Drama 

17-21 June - The Great Gatsby 

Members’ News  
Our deepest 

sympathy to Mary 

Francis, whose 

husband, Des, a 

former teacher, sadly 

died recently. Our 

thoughts are with 

Mary and her family. 

SUP’s summer 
production will be 

The Great 

Gatsby, 17-21 

June 2014 
directed by 
Malcolm 
Chewter.  
 

“Hello SUP members, I am writing to introduce 

myself to you all as Director for The Great 

Gatsby. I am excited to be joining you for what 

promises to be a great show, filled with 

romance, glamour and the excitement of 1920’s 

America. 

 

A little about my background, I have played in 

countless shows, mainly musicals but also some 

great plays including An Inspector Calls having 

been involved in this show three times, as Eric, 

Gerald and finally as Old Man Birling. Other 

acting ‘credits’ would include a number of 

Ayckbourn plays, and Agatha Christie mysteries 

to name just two. 

 

As a director I have worked with Phoenix 

Players in Portsmouth, Portsmouth Players, 

HumDrum Am Dram and more recently formed 

a musical theatre group called ‘The Prat Pack 

Players’ which regularly produces musical 

revue shows, mainly for charity. If I had to 

choose a highlight it would be Torch Song 

Trilogy by Harvey Fierstein; as Director I 

brought together the threads of all three plays 

into one show, nominated as best show in the 

Guide awards - the production also received 

nominations for best actress and best actor. My 

lead man had to pull out with just three weeks to 

opening night, I stepped in and proudly received 

the best actor award for Arnold. 

 

But back to Gatsby, really looking forward to 

meeting you all, working with you and together 

producing a show to be proud of.” 

Further details will be in the next 
newsletter, but please come to the 

Reading on Tuesday11th March to learn 

more about the show. Auditions will be 

on 18th & 20th March. Rehearsals will 

start on 22 March, on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

Totton Festival of Drama 

Semblance of Madness  

Pride at Southanger Park 

Pub Quiz - Battle of the Sexes  

24-29 March at Hanger Farm Arts Centre 

Well done to 

everyone for 

Triple Act - it is 

now onwards and 

upwards for the 3 

one act plays. 

Although the 

winner of the  

audience vote was Pride at Southanger 

Park, Totton Drama Festival have 

confirmed that we can enter all three 

plays. We will therefore take all three 

plays to Totton in March which would get 

us all together again! Watch this space! 
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What’s On (other than SUP...) 
To advertise a theatrical extravaganza 

email Adam, the Newsletter Editor, with 

details. 

Quotes from our Social Media... 

Totton Festival of Drama shared a link. 

Good things come in threes: join Southampton University Players for three 

sparkling one-act plays: From a powerful drama to a comic battle of the sexes via a 

dash of coarse acting, Triple Act is a complete theatrical experience in one. Join 

them in the intimate cabaret setting of the Nuffield’s Studio Bar... 

Jonathan Shepherd: 

“Tonight we 

are reading 

this very funny play” 

David Parker: 

“Hey SUPers, long time no see. Hope you all had a Merry Christmas. 

 Just letting you know that this January, for Cancer Research, myself and my friend 

Peter are becoming Dryathletes in hopes to raise money. Any donation would be 

much appreciated, or you could go one step further and become a dryathelete 

yourself . Thanks very much, and enjoy the rest of your holidays” 

SUP (am dramatics)   @SUPamdram  · Jan 2  

“Check out April's thought's on playing the lead 

role of Anne Frank at http://alturl.com/tfpsx Tickets 

on sale now at http://ww.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk” 

SUP (am dramatics)   @SUPamdram  · Dec 31   

“A very HAPPY NEW YEAR to the SUP membership and theatre audiences.” 

The Committee:  

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Vice-Chair and  
     Marketing 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer, Technical 
       Support and  
       Newsletter Editor 

Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Social Secretary Stephen Fenerty 07968 196418 stephen@fenerty.co.uk 

Play Reading and  
      Selection 

Mary Francis  023 8063 7242   

Committee Sarah Whitehouse  07544 261213  s_j_whitehouse_86@hotmail.com 

 Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Director, Anne Frank Lorraine Biddlecombe 023 8086 1345 rainybidd@aol.com 

Bridget Wilkinson: 

“The Production 

Blog: Take a sneaky 

peak at the marketing 

activites going on 

behind the scenes to 

bring a production to 

the Nuffield stage. 

http://alturl.com/

v8ooh” 

A Festival of New One-Act Plays 

February 12th - 15th  

Havant Arts Centre 

Choices there are some things that 

you can't escape… 

Jitters at the altar her best friend 

lets slip a secret... 

Grotto a department store Father 

Christmas, a girl with the darkest 

secret… 

Written by Mark Wakeman 

martha huber  @hannah_stedman  · 

Dec 3   

“Miss my Triple Act family so much 

already.. Can't wait for the next 

adventure with @SUPamdram <3 

Love and value everyone so much!” 

The Maskers at the Nuffield  

21 to 25 January 2014  

Directed by Hazel Burrows, 

with Markus Kinsella 

Stand and 

Deliver! 

The tale of 

the 

infamous 

highwayman is brought to raucous life in 

this hilarious new pantomime. With more 

than a touch of melodrama Dick Turpin is 

original, inventive and full of fun. 


