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FROM JANE…  Hello Everyone!! 

Welcome to the November Newsletter. Already it feels that we are well into the season and 
that lots of people are working very hard on various projects. I recently attended a 
rehearsal for one of the Triple Act shows, where carefully orchestrated chaos was ensuing 
– with costumes and an audience these promise to be fantastic shows.  
I would like to also praise your fantastic committee who are working frantically on all 
shows, not to mention social events, marketing, and the general business of running the 
society, including finding new storage facilities (see below). In effect they are running a 
small company, and I am so proud to be part of that team.  Without them, the reality is 
there would be no society and we would all miss out on the hobby we all clearly get so 
much pleasure out of.  One of the best things about amateur dramatics is being part of a 
team, and for it to be successful, we all need to feel part of that team, so please do all you 
can to support the society, even if you are not directly involved in any of the current shows.  
There are a number of ways you can do this – primarily by supporting and attending all 
shows and social gatherings where you can, and by encouraging friends 
and family to attend our shows, even if you are not directly involved.  If 
every member of the cast of triple act sold 5 tickets, and every other 
member of the society sold 2 tickets (in addition to themselves!) we 
would have a sell out show – it’s that simple!!  Please do encourage your 
friends and family to book tickets now – I have no doubt that some 
performances are going to be more popular than others, and it would be 
a shame to miss such a fantastic evening’s entertainment. 

See you there!!         Jane  

PLEASE spread the word as much as you can about 

this fabulous show - Tickets are on sale NOW - only 

180 for one matinee and two evening shows: 

www.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk/events/detail/triple_act. 

Check out the Facebook page and publicity materials 

available in the members’ section of the website to 

get the message all over the your social media sites!).  

Semblance of Madness  
by John H. Newmeir, Director: Alison Wells 

Alison has had to step in to the role of Hannah and says: ‘Madness’ is coming along nicely – we’ve got 

the outline of a great play and we’re now spending our time adding detail and nuances to confuse 

and intrigue the audience. This is a ‘whodunnit’ with a twist - all the way through the play any or all of 

the characters appear to be ‘mad’ enough to commit murder. I hope it’s going to be very dramatic 

and keep  the audience guessing right to the end and maybe even afterwards too! Please, please help 

us sell the tickets – such a lot of effort and energy is going into pulling this together – we would love 

to have the opportunity to perform to 3 full houses! 

Nuffield Studio Bar 

Saturday 30 November, 3.30 & 7.30 

Sunday 1 December, 7.00 
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The Diary of Anne Frank 
 
Rehearsals for The Diary of Anne Frank are going well, despite the fact we've yet to have all the cast 

together. Everyone is working hard at learning lines and 

developing their characters. This is a very demanding production as 

they never get to leave the stage - even in the interval. 'Timetabled' 

loo breaks will have to be the order of the day! 

  

Can anyone help with some props? We're looking for a wicker cat 

basket, a chamber pot, an old fashioned writing desk + chair and a 

period kitchen sink + draining board unit, preferably with some 

cupboards below it. If you think you may have something suitable 

please email me: rainybidd@aol.com  Thanks 

  

Tickets are on sale on the Nuffield website, so please organise all 

your family and friends and book them now. It would be great for 

the cast to be able to perform to large audiences each night. 

Lorraine 

Pride at Southanger Park 
By Rupert Bean, Director: Margaret Sargeant 

Half Term report on "Pride at Southanger Park": I am delighted 

to tell you that rehearsals are going well with a pleasant 

atmosphere and a hardworking cast. Props are beginning to be 

used (in particular a squeaky dog, a chair with one leg sawn off, and a whoopee cushion!) We are now 

working on how to appear enthusiastic but incompetent as demanded by the concept of Coarse 

Acting. 

 

It was gratifying to note that at a recent rehearsal a delightful new SUP member who is an Italian 

student brought along her parents to act as an audience. As they speak little or no English we were 

thrilled to see that they were laughing in a state of mild hysteria, probably convinced that the English 

are totally mad, so we must be doing something right! 

 

Flyers have been distributed to all cast members with a minimum target of five tickets to be sold by 

each which would generate at least £500 towards the cost of the production. Margaret. 

Pub Quiz - Battle of the Sexes  
by Mark Wakeham, Director: Carl Browning 

So what do Monty Python, Rocky, Fawlty Towers, Andy 

McNab, Watership Down and Chas and Dave all have in 

common?  The answer is all things I have got my cast to 

research as part of this madcap play, giving you a small insight 

into the crazy, but fun filled events we have in store.  Books are down and the cast are raring to go, so 

get booking now for this fun modern comedy. Carl. 
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SUBS 
 

On 13th October a payment 

of £20 was made to the SUP 

bank account, and the 

Treasurer is unable to identify its source 

or purpose. If you think you may have made 

this payment, please contact the Treasurer to 

establish ownership.  

 

If you still owe subs (£10 for regular 

membership, £5 in full-time education) 

please get paying. BACS Online Banking 

payments can be made (please reference 

“SUPSUBS” with your FULL NAME and 

purpose when making payments):  

Sort code: 30-90-34 

Account: 00938779 

 

Pay by cheque payable to to Southampton 

University Players (send to Alison Wells: 1 

Greyhound Close, Southampton, SO30 

2WU) or by cash at rehearsal to your director 

or any committee member. If you have not 

paid by December you will be removed from 

the membership list. 

New Marketing 

Team 

We are seeking an army 

of volunteers to help 

with a co-ordinated 

distribution of flyers for future 

productions at local tourist attractions, 

libraries, community centres, 

supermarkets, hotels etc. In recent years 

it has been a very small number of 

members who have done this, but have 

simply not been able to cover the entire 

area. We are on a mission to get back 

last year's loss and fill the auditorium. 

Maskers are superb in this regard so 

wherever we find a maskers Hampworth 

flyer we want to find an SUP flyer sitting 

next to it.   

Your marketing team needs you! Your marketing team needs you! Your marketing team needs you! Your marketing team needs you! Contact 

Bridget Wilkinson to get involved. 

Oh What a Circus! 
 

It was an exciting time at the Mayflower Theatre in 

Southampton last month when members of SUP joined 

the cast of the hit musical ‘Evita’ for one week only! 

Answering the call for ‘extras’ to boost the crowd scenes 

in the popular show, members joined Marti Pellow 

(former pop star lead singer from ‘Wet Wet Wet’) and 

the talented ensemble in a variety of scenes to be, among other things, mourners at Eva Peron’s 

funeral, revellers in a Buenos Aires street party and demonstrators on the steps of the Casa Rosada as 

Eva and her husband Juan Peron took power in 1940s Argentina. 

 

Members were welcomed by a very friendly cast and crew and thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience, performing to packed Mayflower audiences over eight 

performances and gaining a first hand look at the production involved in staging 

such a large scale show. 
 

As if that wasn’t exciting enough, we were also there for the infamous 

‘fire alarm’ night when the Mayflower had to be evacuated mid-

performance due to a fire alarm going off. However, after a brief 

unscheduled interval outside, the show did indeed go on! 
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Performance and Performance and Performance and Performance and     
Social opportunitiesSocial opportunitiesSocial opportunitiesSocial opportunities    

30 November & 1 December - Triple Act 

19 December - Christmas Party 

15 January 2014 - New Year Social 

25 February - 1 March 2013 - The Diary of Anne  

     Frank 

17-21 June - The Great Gatsby 

Members’ News  
Welcome to our newest member, Evie 

Carroll. 

50th 

anniversary  

 

SUP’s 50th anniversary will be 

celebrated in style, led by new 

Social Secretary, Stephen 

Fenerty. If you have ideas for 

suitable events, or can 

remember the early days, 

please contact Stephen. 
50 

Join us for a Social! 

Wednesday January 15th: Meet other 
SUP members for a relaxed evening 
with soft drinks and nibbles and an 

informal play 
reading, followed 
by drinks at The 
Crown pub. Hope 
to see you there! 

Christmas is coming 

We’re looking forward to a great Christmas 
party this year - including dinner & disco - 
with partygoers dressed to impress in all 

things golden golden golden golden as it’s our 50th 

anniversary – and partners are welcome 
 When: Thursday 19th December  
  from 7.30pm – 12.00am 
 Where: The Holiday Inn, Eastleigh 

If you’ve booked, make sure 
Stephen Fenerty has your 
menu choice, and we have 
the balance of your 
payment (£10 deposit + 
£9.95): BACS to 

Southampton University Players, 
30-90-34, 00938779 or cash/cheque at 
rehearsal. 

Starters – Winter vegetable soup / Chicken 
terrine, plum chutney, toast / Cantaloupe & 
galia melon, fresh strawberries 
Main Courses - Roast supreme of turkey, 
sage & onion stuffing, chipolata wrapped in 
bacon, roast potatoes & seasonal veg / Roast 
salmon fillet, white wine & herb sauce with 
roast potatoes & seasonal veg / Vegetable 
Wellington, roast potatoes & seasonal veg 
Desserts - Traditional Christmas pudding & 
brandy sauce / Chocolate honeycomb 
cheesecake / Lemon tart 

We are sad to report that the University of 

Southampton have asked us to vacate the 

garage in Wessex Lane where we currently 

store our set. This is disappointing for us, 

but understandable from the University’s 

viewpoint in these financially straightened 

times, and we are grateful for the years of 

free storage that we have had. However, as 

from the end of our production of Anne 

Frank in February, we need to have 

somewhere else to store our scenery, or else 

we shall need to destroy it, which will mean 

a potential huge expense for future 

productions. If you know of anyone who 

may be able to help us with a solution to this 

problem (we need a normal small garage’s 

worth of space – albeit well packed!) then 

please do let the committee know. 

GARAGE 
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What’s On (other than SUP...) 
To advertise a theatrical extravaganza 

email Adam, the Newsletter Editor, with 

details. 

Quotes from our Social Media... Bridget Wilkinson 

“Action Stations - All 

hands on deck for Triple 

Act - please volunteer.” 

SUP (am dramatics)  

 @SUPamdram  “BIG 

CHEER! We made 400 

followers. #theatre#. If you 

are a theatre lover or a 

#sotonuni student, follow 

Marti Pellow  @martiofficial     

“My five minutes to stage time Che face - 

glad to be back on stage again last night! 

Thanks for all the support x pic.twitter.com/

AAWSxaJBjn” 

Rowney Green Players  @RowneyGreenPlay   

“The Ham Dram Weekly is out! http://paper.li/

RowneyGreenPlay/1334742827 … ▸ Top stories today 

via @theatre_direct @SUPamdram @Alex_Theatre” 

UniSotonAlumni  @UniSotonAlumni  

“TRIPLE ACT, @SUPamdram 3 plays for £10. 

30Nov/1Dec. Help choose our entry to All England 

Drama Festival. More info: http://

www.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk/whats-on/triple-act” 

The Committee:  

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Vice-Chair and  
     Marketing 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer, Technical 
       Support and  
       Newsletter Editor 

Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Social Secretary Stephen Fenerty 07968 196418 stephen@fenerty.co.uk 

Play Reading and  
      Selection 

Mary Francis  023 8063 7242   

Committee Sarah Whitehouse  07544 261213  s_j_whitehouse_86@hotmail.com 

 Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Directors, Triple Act Margaret Sargeant 023 8046 4698 romarg@talktalk.net 

 Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

  Carl Browning 07872 590200 carlbrowning16@gmail.com 

Director, Anne Frank Lorraine Biddlecombe 023 8086 1345 rainybidd@aol.com 

12-14 December 

A satirical review at Christmas 

With Adam Taussik, Carl 

Browning and Jo Iacovou 

Tue 19th - Sat 

23rd Nov 2013 

With Natalie 

Windebank 

2 to 7 December 2013  

Maskers' traditional  
Christmas anthology  

With Meri Mackney  

and Adam Warren 

Fitness to the 

Soul 

 @lnspireFitness     

“How wonderful 

is it that nobody 

need wait a 

single moment 

before starting to 

improve the 

world -Anne 

Frank” 

Bridget Wilkinson 

“All soton Uni Staff and 

Students, check out the 

SUSSED noticeboard for ' 

Triple Act', and 'like' us.” 


