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Newsletter 
October 2013, Issue 63 

FROM JANE…  Dear All  

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new season! What a productive time it’s been, with the 

committee all working hard to organise a variety of social events, including a Fabulous GOLDEN 

Christmas Party, and four productions cast in recent weeks! This newsletter welcomes a large 

number of new members whose time with SUP we hope will be enjoyable. We would also like to 

welcome three new members to the committee: Alison Wells, Stephen Fenerty and Paul Cresser. 

Contact details for all committee are on the back page. 

 

If you are not yet involved in any of the productions at present - Triple Act in 

November/December and The Diary of Anne Frank in February - we would still 

like your involvement back stage etc., and do please come to our social 

gatherings to keep in touch (all the details later in the newsletter). And of 

course, we look forward to seeing you at the shows (don’t forget to tell your 

family and friends about them!!).    Jane  

SUP’s new venture showcasing three very different 

theatrical experiences in the Nuffield’s studio bar. 

Tickets are on sale NOW - there are only 180 in total 

for one matinee and two evening shows: 

www.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk/events/detail/triple_act. 

For more information check out the Facebook page 

and publicity materials which are available on the 

website, in the members’ section. You can use these 

to spread the word all over the electronic world, 

(Triple Act is only being advertised this way, so get 

plugging on your social media sites!).  

Kathryn Salmon and Mike Frost will be leading on the technical side, but support will be needed 

backstage and front of house - Please contact Bridget Wilkinson if you are available. 

Semblance of Madness by John H. Newmeir, Director: Alison Wells 

I am delighted to have started rehearsals this week! After a last minute cast change I am so pleased 

to welcome 2 ‘newbies’ Hannah and Michelle to SUP and am particularly thrilled to ‘turn the tables’ 

and have Bridget with us as the schizophrenic Jones! Semblance is a challenging piece of theatre but 

even after one rehearsal, I can see that we can do it justice.  

We are rehearsing every Thursday evening – if you happen to pass  by Building 34 and hear slapping , 

screaming and shouting  from about 10 different voices – don’t worry it’s just us 4 girls practicing! 

 Jones Bridget Wilkinson   Hannah Hannah Stedman Dawn Michelle Heffer 

Nuffield Studio Bar 

Saturday 30 November, 3.30 & 7.30 

Sunday 1 December, 7.00 
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The Diary of Anne Frank 
 
Lorraine Biddlecombe is delighted that rehearsals are just about to start and everyone is enthusiastic 
and excited. We are still looking for people who would like to take on a non-speaking role, so if you are 
interested or would like to know more, please contact Lorraine - Rehearsals for this would not start 
until the new year. 
  
If you fancied popping in during rehearsals, you’d be very welcome. 
  
The cast will be: 
 
Anne FrankAnne FrankAnne FrankAnne Frank April Napper     Otto FrankOtto FrankOtto FrankOtto Frank Geoff Dodsworth  
Edith FrankEdith FrankEdith FrankEdith Frank Joanna Iacovou  Herman Van DaanHerman Van DaanHerman Van DaanHerman Van Daan Kevin Bowers  
Margot FrankMargot FrankMargot FrankMargot Frank Kat Smith       Peter Van DaanPeter Van DaanPeter Van DaanPeter Van Daan Simon Crispin  
Auguste Van DaanAuguste Van DaanAuguste Van DaanAuguste Van Daan Jane Beesley Fritz DusselFritz DusselFritz DusselFritz Dussel Jonathan Sketchley  
Miep GiesMiep GiesMiep GiesMiep Gies Kerry Wall   Victor KralerVictor KralerVictor KralerVictor Kraler Nathan Stafford-King  
 
We will also be looking for crew, lighting and sound operators for 
the show. This is lots of fun, and no experience is necessary though 
full training will be given. If you are interested in joining in 
backstage, please contact Lorraine or Adam Taussik (details on back 
page)  

Pride at Southanger Park 
By Rupert Bean, Director: Margaret Sargeant 

Well, it's happening, with a cast of "willing suspects" including 

some delightful, talented and somewhat bemused new 

members and a scattering of "old stagers". 

The story so far is that a first rehearsal has been held, the vicar is planning to saw a leg off a chair, and 

a cast member is breaking wind (it's in the script!) The acting area is small but the cast is coping in a 

somewhat bemused way, probably thinking, "Why on earth did I get into this!...” 

  

Jane Austen is probably turning in her grave but so far so good, Not to be missed! 

 

 Cecily Chichester Jessie Finn  

 Lady Fanny Bottomley Frances Heather  

 Gladys Jessica (Jess) Spicer  

 FOH Manager Ruth Shelton Jones  

Pub Quiz - Battle of the Sexes  
by Mark Wakeham, Director: Carl Browning 

Rehearsals started tonight with read through - very enjoyable -

and I’m confident it’s going to be strong show.   

 

  Caroline Hannah Stedman  

 Brian Jonathan Shepherd    Louise Evie  

 Chris Paul Cresser      Marigold Jess Spicer  

William Squires Jonathan Shepherd  

Marcus D’Angelo Christopher Gardener   

Mrs. Squires Nathan Stafford King  

Sir Thomas Bottomley Adam Taussik  

Rev Giles Henry Ray Upson  
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The Eileen Stannard award 
 

Nominees for The Eileen Stannard Award were announced at the AGM, 

along with the very worthy winner: Certificates of Achievement went to 

Andy Burrows & Team (Hazel and Pete Burrows) for the set design for 

Dear Antoine; to Frances Heather for her performance as ‘Older Edie’ In 

In Room Five Hundred And Four; and the overall winner was Natalie 

Windebank, for her performance as ‘Mia,’ 

standing in at short notice in Immaculate.  

 

Ron Stannard, who set up the award in 

honour of Eileen, said that Natalie was a 

very deserving winner and her efforts would have made Eileen very proud. 

 

The ESA is presented annually by SUP to recognise an exceptional 

achievement by a member (or a small team). Nominations should meet 
one or more of these criteria: 

• Displayed an exceptional performance as part of an SUP 
Production, on or off the stage 

• Significantly enhanced SUP’s life or reputation 
Nominations can be made at any time of year to Adam Taussik, and 
the form is available through the Website. 

SUBS 
 

A reminder for all members to 

pay subs which are due: £10 

for regular membership, £5 for 

members in full-time education.  

 

We now have Online Banking so payments 

can be made through BACS to Southampton 

University Players:  

Sort code: 30-90-34 

Account: 00938779 

 

Please reference “SUPSUBS” with your 

FULL NAME (couples use BOTH sets of 

initials if there is not enough space). If you 

do not include your name, the payment will 

be counted as an anonymous donation! 

 

Old fashioned SUPers can still pay by good 

old cheques (send to Alison Wells: 1 

Greyhound Close, Southampton, SO30 

2WU) or by cash at rehearsal to your director 

or any committee member. If you have not 

paid by December you will be removed from 

the membership list. 

Natalie receives her trophy from the 

ESA committee 

Hazel, Natalie and Frances with 

their certificates 

New Marketing 

Team 

We are seeking an army 

of volunteers to help 

with a co-ordinated 

distribution of flyers for future 

productions at local tourist attractions, 

libraries, community centres, 

supermarkets, hotels etc. In recent years 

it has been a very small number of 

members who have done this, but have 

simply not been able to cover the entire 

area. We are on a mission to get back 

last year's loss and fill the auditorium. 

Maskers are superb in this regard so 

wherever we find a maskers Hampworth 

flyer we want to find an SUP flyer sitting 

next to it.   

Your marketing team needs you! Your marketing team needs you! Your marketing team needs you! Your marketing team needs you! Contact 

Bridget Wilkinson to get involved. 
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Performance and Performance and Performance and Performance and     
Social opportunitiesSocial opportunitiesSocial opportunitiesSocial opportunities    

15 November - Autumn Social 

30 November & 1 December - Triple Act 

19 December - Christmas Party 

15 January 2014 - New Year Social 

25 February - 1 March 2013 - The Diary of Anne  

     Frank 

17-21 June - The Great Gatsby 

Members’ News  
Welcome to our many new members, all 

ready to display their talents, on and off 

the stage: Lorraine Biddlecombe, Kevin 

Bowers, Simon Crispin, Jessie Finn, 

Christopher Gardener, Michelle Heffer, 

Joanna Iacovou, April Napper, Giulia 

Patelli, Marianne Potts, Sarah Russell, 

Jonathan Sketchley, Kat Smith, Jess 

Spicer, Nathan Stafford King, Hannah 

Stedman, and Kerry Wall. 

 

Congratulations to Margaret Sargeant 

who has been awarded Life Membership 

of SUP, following her long years of 

service as 

Chairman, 

and direction 

of countless 

productions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, 

welcome to 

SUP’s youngest 

member, Isla 

Carmen 
Sánchez-García, born 14th September 

to Kate Grundy and Ruben Sánchez-

García. 

50th 

anniversary  

 

SUP’s 50th anniversary will be 

celebrated in style, led by new 

Social Secretary, Stephen 

Fenerty. If you have ideas for 

suitable events, or can 

remember the early days, 

please contact Stephen. 
50 

SUP’s June production in 2014 will be The Great 

Gatsby, directed by Malcolm Chewter. Further 

details will be released in the spring, but the recent 

Leonardo Di Caprio film should raise awareness of 

the story. 

www.southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com 

 

Our new website has been put together by Bridget 

Wilkinson, our Marketing officer - do have a look 

at it, and contact the Committee if you need the 

password for the Members Only Section.  

 

There are plenty of publicity materials for 

forthcoming shows available for downloading, and 

pictures of the 

Triple Act 

graphics suitable 

for Facebook 

cover photos. 
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Join us for our upcoming Socials! 
 

Here’s a date for your diary: Friday November 15th. We’ve confirmed the first Social event 
for our 2013-14 season – our 50th year!. Please come along and meet other SUP members, 
including the committee, for a very relaxed evening with soft drinks and nibbles from 
7.15pm and an informal read-through of a couple of one-act plays planned from 8pm. We 
will then retire to The Crown pub from about 9.15pm… With the auditions and casting of 

Anne Frank and Triple Act bringing in lots of enthusiastic 
new members, this a great opportunity for all current 
and new SUP people to meet up. 
 
 When: Friday 15 Nov 2013 - from 7.15pm 
 Where: Room 3019, Building 34 at the University – 
 the Education building we normally meet in, 
 entrance is opposite the Vice Chancellor’s office 
 
If you would like to come, please contact our new Social 

Secretary, Stephen Fenerty, so we can have an idea of numbers. Hope to see you there! 
 

Looking further ahead, see below for details on Christmas, and our first Social in 
2014 is planned for Wednesday 15th January – same time, same location. 

Christmas is coming Oh no it isn’t! Oh yes it is! etc. etc… 

We’re planning a full-on Christmas party this year - SUP will book tables at a 
Christmas Party Night that includes dinner & disco. As it’s our 50th anniversary this 

season, we’re also asking partygoers to dress to impress in all things goldengoldengoldengolden.  

 When: Thursday 19th December from 7.30pm – 12.00am 
 Where: The Holiday Inn, Eastleigh 
 Cost: £19.95 a head – and partners are very welcome 

So what’s included? A three course dinner with festive table 
settings, bar and festive disco till late. We also plan to put together 
some table games to add some SUP-specific fun during dinner…  

Starters – Winter vegetable soup / Chicken terrine, plum chutney, toast / Cantaloupe & 
galia melon, fresh strawberries 

Main Courses - Roast supreme of turkey, sage & onion stuffing, chipolata wrapped in 
bacon, roast potatoes & seasonal veg / Roast salmon fillet, white wine & herb sauce with 

roast potatoes & seasonal veg / Vegetable Wellington, roast potatoes & seasonal veg 
Desserts - Traditional Christmas pudding & brandy sauce / Chocolate honeycomb 

cheesecake / Lemon tart 

We believe £19.95 per person represents good value, given what’s provided - and if you 
remember, previous SUP Christmas parties have cost around £10-15 per head anyway. As 
we need to book in early we would like, please confirm your place(s) to Stephen Fenerty no 
later than Sunday October 13th . We will need a £10 a head deposit at this time too please: 
BACS to Southampton University Players, 30-90-34, 00938779 or cash/cheque at rehearsal 
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What’s On  
(other than SUP...) 

To advertise a theatrical 

extravaganza email Adam, the 

Newsletter Editor, with details. 

Bridget Wilkinson 

“I am so proud of myself. I just sent a 

Tweet, I have entered the 21st Century 

whatever next! if you have twitter 

follow @SUPamdram. (Off to have a 

lie down now that was too exciting)” 

Quotes from our Social Media... 

Hannah Stedman 

“Congratulations all lead 

roles, you were all PERFECT 

I cannot even explain! Can't 

wait too see it! Thank you all 

for the best evening I've had 

in a while, see you next 

week! P.s thank you for the 

hot chocolate Bridget!” 

SUP (am dramatics)   @SUPamdram  

“@annefrankhouse  seeking photos of a ration book 

from Amsterdam ww2 to make for Anne Frank 

production in UK, can you help. Please send link” 

Original Theatre  @originaltheatr   

“@SUPamdram thanks for connecting 

and hope to see you at our slightly 

nervous debut @nuffieldtheatre on 

November 14! :-)” 

The Committee:  
The Committee would like to thank Jonathan Shepherd, Abi Lee and Tanya Fraser, who stood 
down from the team, and to welcome our new Secretary, Alison Wells, as well as Stephen 
Fenerty and Paul Cresser who were elected at the AGM. At our inaugural meeting of the new 
committee the roles and responsibilities of committee members was discussed. Therefore, as well 
as the elected positions of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, we have some new 
responsibilities. Stephen will be our Social Secretary, and you can read about our forthcoming 
social activities in the Newsletter. Bridget will be leading a team for Marketing, and will need 
everyone’s assistance in selling all our productions to the wide world and keeping the Website up 
to date. Technical Support and Liaison with The Stage Technicians’ Society (StageSoc) will be 
from Adam and Play Selection/Reading will now be lead by Mary, who will assist the Committee 
in sourcing plays, and organising occasional play reading nights. To suggest plays for reading and 
consideration for production, please contact Mary. Paul and Sarah will be providing the team with 
backup in all areas. 
A Committee member will also be supporting each production with liaison with directors, producers 
and technicians. For Triple Act this is Bridget, for Anne Frank it will be Adam, and for The Great 
Gatsby, Jane will take the role. 

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Vice-Chair and  
     Marketing 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer and  
     Newsletter Editor 

Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Social Secretary Stephen Fenerty 07968 196418 stephen@fenerty.co.uk 

Play Reading and  
      Selection 

Mary Francis  023 8063 7242   

Committee Sarah Whitehouse  07544 261213  s_j_whitehouse_86@hotmail.com 

 Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Directors, Triple Act Margaret Sargeant 023 8046 4698 romarg@talktalk.net 

 Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

  Carl Browning 07872 590200 carlbrowning16@gmail.com 

Director, Anne Frank Lorraine Biddlecombe 023 8086 1345 rainybidd@aol.com 

22 to 26 October 2013 

in the Maskers' Studio Theatre  


