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Newsletter for Southampton University Players. 
 

Dec 2014, Issue 76 

www.southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com/ 

www.facebook.com/#!/groups/6284892668 

Twitter: @SUPamdram 

FROM JANE…   

Dear All, 
 
Ever noticed how different the Christmas to do list is when you are involved in Am 
Dram?!  (oh no it isn't! oh yes it is! you get the picture). Put up decorations, Check 
casting of Triple Act, Order Turkey, frank 1500 direct mail letters for Absurd person 
singular, wrap presents, find something "absurd" to wear to Christmas party.......  
No matter how hectic your Festive period is, with family, friends, or SUP (who 
count as friends I hope!) we wish you all a very happy Christmas.  And if you 
are stuck for those last few presents, can I suggest tickets to "Absurd Person 
Singular" in the New Year?  It will be a gift I'm sure will be appreciated!   
 

Jane 

WHAT’ 

SUBS! 
 

For any member who has not yet renewed their subs, this is the final reminder that subs are overdue! 
A mere £10 for regular membership, £5 for members in full-time education. 
 
Payments can be made through BACS to Southampton University Players: 
Sort code: 30-90-34 
Account: 00938779 
Please reference “SUPSUBS” with your FULL NAME (couples use BOTH sets of initials if there is not 
enough space). If you do not include your name, the payment will be counted as an anonymous  
donation! 
 
Old fashioned SUPers can still pay by good old cheques (send to Alison Wells: 1 Greyhound Close,  
Southampton, SO30 2WU) or by cash at rehearsal to your director or any committee member.  
 

This will be the last newsletter sent out to members whose subscription has lapsed. 
 

Separated at birth? 

 
It has been brought to the editor’s attention that there is 
more than a passing resemblance between our esteemed 
leader and another talented actress—what do you think? And 
are there any other lookalikes within the group?! 
 

Little known actress, Emma Thompson.                                                                  Local celebrity, Jane Beesley 

http://southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/6284892668
https://twitter.com/#/SUPamdram
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Happy Families  
at the Nuffield in June 2015 
 
On his graduation day in 1978, John looks back over his teenage years 
with warmth remembering the joys, tensions and sorrows of family 
life in West Yorkshire. John, now older and educated, finds himself 
alienated from his working-class family who cannot understand his 
theatrical aspirations. This is an affectionate look at an ordinary family 
struggling with change. 
 

Happy Families is a play written by John Godber in 1991.  (The title comes from the card game of the same 
name). The play was performed simultaneously by many amateur groups just after it had been written, as 
part of a national sponsorship by BT. The play is based on John Godber’s own life, so the characters 
include: 
. John (aging from 9 to 21 – all characters therefore similarly age 12 years during the course of the play) 
. his parents Vic and Dot 
. his grandparents Jack and Liz 
. his aunties Doris and Edna, plus Edna’s daughter Rebecca 
 
The narrative jumps back and forth from when John was 9, until the point where he graduates with a 
degree as a drama teacher. John acts as the narrator through large chunks of the play, and I will be using 
the forestage exclusively for John in ‘narrator’ mode. John Godber has described the play as "humour with 
a touch of sadness" which is spot on (unsurprisingly, given that he wrote it!). So do come along to the read 
through and find out more.  
 
There will be a reading of the play at 7.30 on  Thursday 12th February 2015 in Room 1020 (Building 34) 
 
Auditions will be held on Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th February 2015 at 7.30 in Room 4007. 
 
Hope to see you there. 
 
Neil Gwynne (Director) 

2015/16 Programme 

A call for directors! 
 

The committee is now accepting submissions to be considered for our 2015/16 programme! 
 
If you have any form of production that you would like to submit, please pass it to any mem-
ber of the committee. Submissions can take any form and can be for any type of production 
- a full Nuffield show, a one act play, murder mystery, etc. 
 
Please do not feel constricted by the type of production and/or venue that we have present-
ed or used in the past - if you have a new idea, particularly one that will bring SUP to a new 
audience, then the committee is very keen to hear it! 
 

The deadline for submissions is 31st January 2015. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Play_(theatre)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Godber
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Triple Act² - 

Cast Details 

Following the recent auditions for our 
night of one act plays being per-
formed at The Concorde Club, East-
leigh on 12th & 13th March 2015, we 
are pleased to announce that the fol-
lowing casts have been selected. 
 

The Last Laugh – written 

and directed by Greg Parr,. 
 
A mischievous teenager living in a bedsit plays a trick on her pedantic elderly neighbour, 
but his reaction is not quite what she's expecting... 
 
Jim—Ray Upson 
Maddie—Jess Spicer 
 

Your Life is a Feature Film – by Alan Minieri, directed by Chris Hawley. 

 
Whilst celebrating his 18th birthday, Luke finds out that his life isn't quite what he thought 
it was.   This intriguing comic drama sees a young man faced with more than one dilem-
ma and a whole bunch of questions. Is his mother really his mother, is his girlfriend who 
she says she is and where does the mysterious Roger fit into everything? And if 'life is 
made up of contracts and agreements,' should he sign the piece of paper now put in 
front of him?  His future wellbeing could depend on it! 
 
 
Mother—Alison Wells 
Luke—Jack Frampton 
Roger—Marcus Bailey 
Jasmine—April Napper 
Eddie—Abi Barnes 
 
 

Motherhood Out Loud – by Susan R Rose and Joan Stein, directed by Jane 

Beesley. 
 
Motherhood Out Loud is a collection of monologues and short sketches that takes us 
from childbirth to starting school, through sex ed. and teenage years, to empty nests and 
old age, showing us all the facets that are encompassed in the word 
"motherhood”.  Sometimes poignant, sometimes shocking, often hilarious, they will ap-
peal to any who is, or has, a mother! 
 
 
The monologues will be performed by: 

Hazel Burrows, Natalie Windebank, Gina Hodsman, Imogen Higgs and Chris Aland 
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Update on Absurd 
  
As Christmas approaches, I just want to say a huge thank you to the cast and crew for the hard work you 

are currently putting into making Absurd into a really great show. Rehearsals have me in fits of giggles 
and the attention to detail being shown by Mike and Clayton on the very complicated set build is wonder-
ful. (Sorry to choose just a complicated play!)  
  
Joining the production team recently were Gina and Abi on props, Steve on set build (He is a kitchen fit-
ter!!) and Hazel on set painting.  
  
There are still opportunities available to get involved in the production and if you would like to, I would love 
to have you join the team. Use the doodle poll below to volunteer to be a set rotator on production week, 
part of the front of house  team, or to  help Mike, Clayton  and Steve build and paint the set.  
  
http://doodle.com/4dk94bxvy9xwcpr6 
  
Do you have any of these things in your kitchen? 
  
Gina and Abi are currently seeking the following props for Absurd, If you can 
help, please contact Gina on gsm103@live.co.uk. All props will be returned to 
their owners after the show 
  
  

Act 1 (All items must be yellow or white) 

Small tray, dishcloths, Bowls, Tea Towels, Pill Bottle, Handkerchief, 2 No. Watches, 

Washing Up Bowl. Frilly half apron 

Act 2 (All items must be green, blue or purple) 

Casserole Dish, , Kitchen Knives, Vim, Dish Cloths, Bucket, Broom, Dog Basket, Dog Blanket, Apron, Coffee Mugs, 

Tools, Tool Bag, Washing Up Bowl. 

Act 3 ( All items must be red or brown) 

Tea Cosy, Bread Board, Plates, Fruit Bowl, Tablecloth, Old Fashioned Radio, Eye Mask, 50 Shades of Grey, Portable 

Heater/Radiator, Electric Screwdrivers, Xmas Wrapping Paper, Dog Toys, Nose Mask, Washing Up Bowl. 

We also need curtains for all three kitchens (please refer to colour 
schemes), a large selection of glasses including tumblers and hi-ball, 
empty drinks bottles, particularly spirits. 
We are also seeking a fridge freezer, vinyl flooring and blue/green , 
red/brown or yellow rugs or small carpets. 
  
Many items are small and fairly common, but getting the colour right 
is the challenge. We have a tiny budget so if anyone has anything on 
the list, it would be a real help. All items, big or small will be returned 
after the play, unless otherwise communicated.  

 

http://doodle.com/4dk94bxvy9xwcpr6
mailto:gsm103@live.co.uk
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Absurd Person Singular – Set! 
  
We have a lot of set to build for Absurd, and we could do with 
as much help as possible to build it! If you are either handy 
with power tools, good at painting or simply want to lend a 
hand, please email Mike at me@mfrost.co.uk expressing your 
interest, and he will get back to you with dates (these are cur-
rently being drawn up!). We will be doing various evenings and 
weekends between now and the show, any amount of help is 
always welcome! 
  
We also have a number of “Twizzlers” who have volunteered 
to help move the set around during the show (more help al-
ways welcome, email Mike!) – we will be putting the set togeth-
er and running through the movements on Saturday 17

th
 Jan 

(day before the get-in), so please keep that day free! 
  
The get-in is going to be very tight on time and we would 
greatly appreciate help throughout the day. If you can lend any 
amount of time on the day, please email Mike (there’s a theme 
here!) and he will get back to you with the plans!  

Meet our new directors: Neil Gwynne 
 
Neil’s experience of drama at school was so positive (due largely to being a very shy teenager 
– honest!) that he never set foot on a stage until he was 42! That was as Roger, the randy dou-
ble-glazing salesman in Willie Russell’s One For The Road. Which played to a packed house 
every night (all 72 seats) in the East Boldre village hall in the New Forest. In the sixteen years 
since then, Neil has worked with the New Forest Players, RAODS (where he is Chair), Mask-
ers, Chesil, and now SUP.  
  
Neil has appeared or directed in between three and four shows most years in those sixteen. 
Favourite acting roles have included Bill Sykes, Scaramouche Jones (which he was actually 
paid to perform at the Swaledale Festival in Yorkshire), Willie in Blue Remembered Hills, Ralph 
in Frozen (a serial killer), and Amundsen in Ted Tally’s play about Scott of the Antarctic (Ted 
Tally wrote the screenplay for Silence Of The Lambs). As far as plays Neil has directed - for a 
living Neil has been a project manager for over thirty years, so the logistics side of directing 
was never a problem – which may explain why he first directed within 18 months of his first 
ever time on stage. Outings as director have included two-thirds of Ayckbourne’s The Norman 
Conquests (as well as one of Ayckbourne’s occasional thrillers – Snake In The Grass), all of 
Alan Bennett’s first Talking Heads series, Humble Boy, My Name Is Rachel Corrie, Dancing At 
Lughnasa (nominated as Production of The Year by the Echo) and more recently, Betrayal by 
Harold Pinter. This introduced Neil to Paul Cresser – followed up almost immediately by both 
of them appearing in Absurd Person Singular. 
  

Happy Families will be the second John Godber play that 
Neil has directed – the first being April In Paris, which he 
directed for two different companies. The last time he di-
rected it (for RAODS), Neil says he was gifted with two ex-
cellent actors “who were both rightfully renowned for their 
tendency to paraphrase – and given that the play is a two-
hander, every night was a different show!” Neil says he 
sees Happy Families as having some similarities with both 
April In Paris, and Dancing At Lughnasa. And as these are 
two of his favourite times as director, he is really looking 
forward to it! 

mailto:me@mfrost.co.uk
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 Daily Echo Curtain Call awards 2014 

 
Since the beginning of the year, a panel of experienced, independent judges have been 
reviewing local shows, plays and musicals and shortlisting 'nominees' for awards in 
several categories. 
 
Congratulations are due to Lorraine Biddlecombe and Adam Taussik for their nomina-
tion for ‘Best set and props’ for ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’. 
 
Several SUP members have also picked up nominations for productions with other 
groups including: 
 

Christopher Gardener—Best Newcomer (Our Town, Maskers) 
Hazel Burrows—Best Supporting Actress in a Comedy (The Importance of Being Earnest, Maskers) 
Eric Petterson—Best Actor in a Drama (The Price, Chesil Theatre) 
Michelle Heffer—Best Actress in a Drama (Proof, Maskers) 
Jo Iacovou—Best Director of a Drama (Our Town, Maskers) 
Chris Hawley—Best Director of a Comedy (Making Money, Studio Theatre) 
In addition, several members were involved in the Maskers productions of Our Town and The Importance 
of Being Earnest, both of which have been nominated for Production of the Year. 
 
The Award Ceremony, 'The Oscars of the South', takes place on Friday 30th January 2015 at The Grand 
Harbour Hotel Southampton.  This glamorous black tie event, starts off with an arrival drink, a 3 course 
dinner followed by the awards presentation and then dancing into the early hours. During the evening am
-dram groups will be performing excerpts from their show highlighting the high standards of productions 
in this area. Tickets are £39 per person.  
 
To support our nominees, join in the friendly rivalry with other 
societies and party until we drop, SUP usually has at least one 
table at this event. If you would like to join the party, please 
sign up at http://doodle.com/xxra283g2zt9w53t by Sunday 21st 
December. (Tickets for nominees for SUP productions are par-
tially subsided by the society).  
 
An application for a table will be made to the Daily Echo and 
once confirmed a member of the committee will contact you 
again to ask you to make a BACS transfer.  (Do not make a 
transfer until told to do so in case our application is unsuccess-
ful as places are limited). 

50th Anniversary Newsletter 
An apology 

 
The Amateur Dramatic Society I be-
longed to from the age of 14 was 
called The Student Players and be-
cause I had a long gap (children 
etc.) I rejoined Southampton Univer-
sity Players think that it was just a 
progression from Student Play-
ers.  Especially as there were sever-
al familiar faces.  It is obviously a 
completely different society so my 
apologies especially to Ron 
Stannard – we have argued about it 
and he, of course, is right! 

Val Struthers 

Newsletter contributions 
needed! 

 
Do you have something you’d like to share with 
the rest of SUP?  
 
If you are appearing in a production for another 
group,  want to write a review of a play you have 
just seen, want to point out another lookalike or 
just have some news you’d like to share with the 
rest of the group, please contact Paul at paulcress-
er@hotmail.com - all contributions will be grateful-
ly received! 

http://doodle.com/xxra283g2zt9w53t
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Performance and  
Social 

opportunities 

 
25 Jan - Absurd Person Singular aftershow 
party. 
8 Feb - Workshop. 
12 Feb - Reading Happy Families 
24-25 Feb - Auditions Happy Families 
12-13 Mar - Triple Act². 
w/c 23 Mar - Totton Drama Festival. 
29 Apr - Quiz Night. 
14 Jun - Happy Families aftershow party. 
18 Jul - Picnic/Barbeque. 

SINBAD THE SAILOR 

........ HIS 8TH VOYAGE 
by ALAN P FRAYN 
  
  
Tickets are now available for our latest production which is being staged from 
Wednesday 28th to Saturday 31st January at the Bishopstoke Memorial Hall, River-
side, Bishopstoke, commencing at 7.30 pm with a matinee on Saturday at 2.30 
pm.   
  
Having promised never to go back to sea Sinbad is forced to make an 8th voyage 
to recover the Pearl of Peace from an old adversary, the Old Man of the Sea. He 
has many adventures helped by ‘goodie’ Fortuna and accompanied by Princess 
Miranda, Norma Snickers, Silly Sally and Tinbad the Tailor, but is thwarted by 
’baddie’ Evilena. In the best pantomime tradition, good wins out in the end. 
  
Tickets are still only £7 including refreshments (£5 under 16s) --- and only £6/£4 
on Wednesday evening --- available by return email, 023 8069 3032, or via our 
website http://www.bishopstokeplayers.org/. I’ll look forward to hearing from 
you!  

Available in the shops! 
 
 
 
This jacket re-
cently was spot-
ted by a member 
in a shop window. 
 
 
Maybe there is a 
whole new market 
out there for SUP 
branded cloth-
ing?! 

Social Activity 

Update 
The dates for our upcoming social events as announced in the last newsletter are shown below.  
 
Workshop - 8th February 2015: Please contact Gina if you are interested in taking part in this 
afternoon workshop as there may be information needed before the workshop to make sure you get 
the most from the event! 

http://www.bishopstokeplayers.org/
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What’s On (other than SUP...) 
To advertise a theatrical extravaganza email Paul, the Newsletter Editor, with details. 

Quotes from our Social Media... 

Knowing SUP as I do, I think I am safe to say that there will be a few empty bottles around between now and new 

year. Please can keep any empty spirit bottles (with lids) so we can use them on stage. Let me know when you have 

some and we will arrange to get them to the props team. Thank you  

Jonathan Shepherd I finished a bottle of Gordon's Gin last night, but I'll have to have a rummage in the bin to find 

the lid! 

Do you love Social Media? 
Would you be interested in joining 
the SUP marketing team and taking 
responsibility for keeping our social media 
active and engaging.  (Contact Bridget) 

Due to illness and unavailability 
Absurd is looking for an additional 
props person to join the team. Would 
need to attend rehearsals (Tues and 
Thurs, Sunday) and be utterly 
organised.  

The Committee:  

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer  Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Vice Chairman/
Business Manager 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor/
Programme Manager 

Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Technical Manager Mike Frost 07786 154207  me@mfrost.co.uk 

Membership/Deputy 
Business Manager 

Sandy Town 023 8044 3471 sandy41163@hotmail.co.uk 

Social Secretary Gina Hodsman 07824 665033 gsm103@live.co.uk 

    

https://www.facebook.com/Tigerbay?fref=ufi
mailto:jane.beesley3@btinternet.com
mailto:alison@belmorepark.co.uk
mailto:ataussik@soton.ac.uk
mailto:bridgetw@btinternet.com
mailto:paulcresser@hotmail.com
mailto:me@mfrost.co.uk
mailto:sandy41163@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:gsm103@live.co.uk

