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Newsletter for Southampton University Players. 
 

Nov 2014, Issue 75 

www.southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com/ 

www.facebook.com/#!/groups/6284892668 

Twitter: @SUPamdram 

FROM JANE…   

Dear All, 
 
How heartening it was to see so many people turn out to faithfully stuff envelopes with flyers and 
letters  for Absurd Person Singular.  It turned a tedious task into a pleasant few hours.  The boxed 
letters are now sitting at work ready to be franked and sent off after Christmas.  As many of us left, 
the director and cast were off to another room in building 34 ready to spend their Saturday afternoon 
rehearsing. This, with the conversations heard about fridges, flooring and kitchen cupboard sizes, 
leads me to believe we are going to have a fantastic show in January, as do the 120+ people who 
have already booked their seats.  Tell your friends now, and lets see if we can make it to 250+ by 
Christmas!  
 
This following week saw the play readings for Triple Act this year, with a good 
range of parts available, so do come along to the auditions this 
week.  Meanwhile, the Christmas party plans are under way - please do let 
Gina know ASAP if you wish to attend.  At committee last week we started 
planning further into the future with more workshops, theatres trips and social 
get togethers planned for the new year, and an early call for suggestions for 
2015-16!  With all this activity, it will be hard to fit the Christmas Shopping in! 
 
Jane 

WHAT’ 

SUBS 
 
A reminder for all members to pay subs which are due: £10 for regular membership, £5 for members in 
full-time education. 
 
We now have Online Banking so payments can be made through BACS to Southampton University 
Players: 
Sort code: 30-90-34 
Account: 00938779 
Please reference “SUPSUBS” with your FULL NAME (couples use BOTH sets of initials if there is not 
enough space). If you do not include your name, the payment will be counted as an anonymous  
donation! 
 
Old fashioned SUPers can still pay by good old cheques (send to Alison Wells: 1 Greyhound Close,  
Southampton, SO30 2WU) or by cash at rehearsal to your director or any committee member.  
 

Please remember, you must be a paid up member to take part in any production 
(front or back stage) and to enjoy our social activities! 

 

http://southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/6284892668
https://twitter.com/#/SUPamdram
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The Halloween Social took place on the Monday 3
rd

 of November 
led by Adelle Spindlove.  
 
The evening was packed with an assortment of warm-up 
exercises, communication games and improvisation practice. 
Highlights included the mummy competition, a very strange 
birthday party and an animated hunt for Werewolves before the 
Swedish Hitchhiker saved the village. The event was enjoyed by 
everyone who attended (laughter was heard from start to finish) 
and successfully improved skills and built confidence.  
 
Further workshops covering theatre craft, improvisation and 
backstage skills are planned. If you have any suggestions for a 
workshop you would like to attend or run, let the committee know! 

2015/16 Programme 

A call for directors! 
 

The committee is now accepting submissions to be considered for our 2015/16 programme! 
 
If you have any form of production that you would like to submit, please pass it to any mem-
ber of the committee. Submissions can take any form and can be for any type of production 
- a full Nuffield show, a one act play, murder mystery, etc. 
 
Please do not feel constricted by the type of production and/or venue that we have present-
ed or used in the past - if you have a new idea, particularly one that will bring SUP to a new 
audience, then the committee is very keen to hear it! 
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Triple Act² - Open Auditions 

Following on from the success of last year’s ‘Triple Act’, the commit-
tee have decided to produce another evening of one act plays. The 
plays will be performed on the evenings of 12th & 13th March 2015 at 
the Concorde Club in Eastleigh. 
 

The auditions for the three plays will be held on Monday 24th and Wednesday 26th No-
vember – meet in room 2003 (Building 34) on the Monday and room 3011 (Building 34, 
electronics lab!) on the Wednesday. Audition pieces will be available to download from 
the website shortly. 
 
The plays and characters are: 
 

The Last Laugh – written and directed by Greg Parr,. 

 
Jim (Male) - Age 70-75 
Talkative and polite, but possessive and pedantic, rather set in his ways. 
Maddie (Female) - Age 18-21       
Chirpy and bubbly, though to prone to mischief and being lazy, still a kid at heart. 
 
 

Your Life is a Feature Film – by Alan Minieri, directed by Chris Hawley. 

 
Mother (40 to 50) - starts the play as a rather ordinary woman but transforms into a su-
prisingly glamorous actress. 
Luke (18) - an intelligent, sensitive, young photographer. 
Roger (40 to 60) - an eccentric film director 
Jasmine (18 to 22) - a vivacious, self centred, young actress 
Eddie (18 to 60) - can be either a man or a woman.  Rogers assistant. 
 
 

Motherhood Out Loud – by Susan R Rose and Joan Stein, directed by Jane 

Beesley. 
 
The play is a collection of sketches and monologues on the subject of, predictably, moth-
erhood.  The play is written for 3 women and 1 man, but this may be extended to up to 5 
women and 2 men.  Each will play variety of roles, which will include at least one mono-
logue, so line learning is key! 
 
The monologues are as follows: 
 
1.  New mother getting advice from her own mother . 
2.  Mother determined not to get her husbands cold and pass it to her baby. 
3.  Rebellious mother at the playground 
4.  Gay father at christmas. 
5.  Mother of teenage son. 
6.  Soldier’s mother. 
7.  Son of woman with dementia. 
 

Rehearsals will be scheduled by each director once the plays are cast. 
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An update on some Absurd going's on. 
 
The females in the cast have taken to their roles in a 
big way, Abi (Eva) sleeps a lot, Jane (Jane) cleans and 
Adelle  (Marion) is drunk. The men however are a little 
more laid back, Adam (Ronald), never bothers to look 
up from his book, Paul (Geoffrey) knows all the women 
love him, so why make any effort and  Neil (Sydney), 
well Neil is Neil,  With Christopher Power moving 
away, I am a cast member short. Dick Potter, Loud and 
a bit coarse and never seen on stage but often heard. 
If you are Interested let me know on 
bridgetw@btinternet.com. Lottie Potter needs her hus-
band!  

 
Backstage things are extremely hectic as the challenge of 
getting three kitchens on stage is proving a big one, particu-
larly as they rotate between acts,  So far we have had, two 
sets of kitchen units, 2 washing machines, 2 cookers and 1 
fridge donated and the donations are coming in thick and 
fast. Thank you so much for everyone who has donated. 
Like all productions I direct we are fundraising for Naomi 
House Hospice and Jacksplace so all donations are grate-
fully received, Hugh thanks must go to Mike and Clayton on 
their work on the set design, I have to admit it is causing 
high levels of stress for them and me, 
 
The search is on for a huge piece of vinyl flooring. Any ide-
as? 

 
Gina Hudson and Clare Groome, supported by Abi Barnes form the props team, which is great. Gina and 
Clare will be in touch soon I am sure asking to borrow kitchen items etc. please loan generously where 
you can.   

 

mailto:bridgetw@btinternet.com
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I am currently seeking 12 volunteers to be 'Twizzlers' for the show. These are 
people who will rotate the sets between acts.  They need to be strong, co-
ordinated and quick and be happy to do exactly what Mike Frost says when he 
says it.  Please volunteer by emailing me on bridgetw@btinternet.com.   You 
must be available on Sunday 18th Jan and from 5pm on Monday 19th Jan to 
practice.  
 
Tickets are starting to sell. 142 so far, (including all the extra leg room seats 
that were snapped up really quickly) Serious note for a second, SUP is not rich 
at the moment and if we want to continue to have the fun of making theatre, we 
must all take some responsibility for selling tickets whether in a particular play 
or not. 
 
 

Thank you everyone who came to the envelope stuffing event, we have 
1500 direct mail letters ready to go. In the new year, we will be having our 
'distribution afternoon', putting flyers in all venues across the town and then 
meeting up for a food at a local pub. Date to be confirmed.  
 
 
It is going to be a fab production, and if the rehearsals are anything to go by 
a very funny show, a real antidote to the post Christmas blues. Please en-
courage everyone you know to come and see it.  
 
Sorry to miss the auditions for the one act plays, but I wish everyone who is 
auditioning the best of luck, 
remember you are fabulous! 
 
Bridget  

Meet our new directors: Chris Hawley 
 
Chris originally trained as an architect but the smell of the grease paint was too alluring and he has spent the last 
thirty odd years in the theatre.  For most of that time he was a professional actor.  He also ran a couple of small 
theatre companies, produced and directed and taught youngsters about Shakespeare.  His last appearance on 
the professional stage was in Birmingham Rep's production of The Witches. This was followed by the odd com-
mercial but Chris had fallen out of love with the business for various reasons and decided to have a break.  Whilst 
living down in the New Forest, someone suggested to him that he join an amateur company in Salisbury.  
'AMATEUR!' Went up the cry of horror.  However, he went along out of curiosity to Studio Theatre and was wel-
comed with open arms.  His first production with them was Hamlet, in which he played Claudius.  As part of the 
RSC Open Stages project, it went on to win a number of regional and national competitions and was invited to 
play at The Swan Theatre in Stratford upon Avon in the summer of 2012. 'As I took my final bow on that illustri-
ous stage there was a huge sense of relief knowing that I never had to do that again!'  Chris had found his passion 
for theatre revived but realised he'd had enough of treading the boards, so he embarked on directing and 
writing.  The opportunity came up to adapt Chekov's The Seagull which, re titled Chayka, he went on to direct.  

He followed this up by producing Terry Pratchett's Going Postal.  'Sir Terry was 
kind enough to come to our first night and loved it so much he asked if we'd 
do another. (Or was that told us?). Of course we were thrilled but I asked if I 
could do the adaptation of one of his novels for the stage. And he agreed.'  
The year long project culminated in the stunning and critically acclaimed fol-
low up to Going Postal, Making Money.  With the bit firmly between his teeth, 
Chris then took on the Bard.  His innovative production of Macbeth was cho-
sen to be part of the RSCs second Open Stages project.  With a minimal set, 
back projection, live music and a fantastic cast and crew Macbeth proved a 
huge hit both with the audiences and the critics alike.  He is now in the process 
of putting together a one act play for SUP to be entered into the AETF, as well 
as writing a new adaptation for the stage of a film which he hopes to have 
staged next year.  He is also in talks with Terry Pratchett's company about the 
possibility of adapting another of his novels.   

mailto:bridgetw@btinternet.com
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Social 

Activity 

Update 
The committee are currently putting together a calendar of events, further details of which will be 
available over the coming  months, these events include: 

SUP Christmas Party Night - We are celebrating Christmas on Thursday 11th December 2014 at the 
Eastleigh Holiday Inn. We have brilliant night planned for only £20.95 per person, including an arrival 
drink, a delicious 3 course meal and dancing till midnight. If you have not received the e-mail about this 
and would like to attend, please contact Gina asap for more details. 

Aftershow Parties - Sunday 25th January 2015 (Absurd Person Singular) and 14th June 2015 (Happy 
Families) - we are looking at booking the Pavilion in Portswood again for these. 
 
Theatre Workshop - We are looking at holding another workshop on 8 February 2015—please let Gina 
know if you’d like to attend as there maybe some preparation required! 
 
Quiz Night - Planned for 29th April 2015. 
 
Summer Picnic/Barbeque - Planned for 18th July 2015. 
 
In addition we are also planning to schedule in some play readings and theatre trips—watch this space! 

Call from Bishopstoke Players: 

 

In March 2015 we hope to enter festivals at Hangars Farm Arts Centre, Totton - Norden Farm Arts Cen-
tre, Maidenhead and Elmbridge Arts Centre, Walton on Thames. 
 
These are held w/c March 15, 22nd and 2nd - we can request which night of the week we would prefer 
to perform to suit our cast. 
 
This message is to ask you if a member of your group may be interested in lending their talent to us for 
this specific play, which is a adult social drama. Ideally we are seeking a female 30+ years and a female 
in her teens to early twenties.  
 
Rehearsals would most likely be on a Monday evening - 7.30 -9.30pm - at the BCA building in Old Bish-
opstoke. Transport to rehearsals and to festivals can be arranged. 
 
We will be holding a gathering around midday either on Sunday Nov.23rd or Sunday Dec. 7th in Bishop-
stoke to read and cast - a warm welcome awaits. 
 
If interested please contact Bishopstoke Players via Facebook or Twitter. 
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Sub-Committees - Further call! 
We need YOUR help! 

As we move forward with the programme this year, we would like everyone to get involved – 
either on stage or off!  You will have seen in previous newsletters how much effort it takes to 
bring a production together, and there is a saying “many hands make light work”.  Below we 
have listed the areas where people may be asked to help, and we would like you to indicate 
which areas you would be prepared to help with, so that the production team can call on you as 
and when required.  Please complete the following table and return it to Jane Beesley, or email 
Jane (jane.beesley3@btinternet.com) to let her know.  The committee WILL be contacting all 
members to sign up to something, over the next few weeks.  
 
 

 

Name   
  

Please 
tick 

Please indicate which of the following you would be prepared to help with: 
  

  

Social Sub-Committee Helping our social secretary (Gina) organise a variety of 
events for the year, including a Christmas party and a 
summer BBQ/picnic, theatre trips and play readings. 

  

Marketing Sub-Committee Helping Bridget and Sandy market the shows, and keep-
ing SUP “alive” in people’s minds in between produc-
tions. 

  

Play Reading Sub Committee Looking at suggested plays to make sure they are “fit for 
Purpose” and to read and suggest other plays which 
may be suitable for SUP (either for productions, or for 
plays reading or workshops) 

  

Production Management:     

    Production Assistant Helping the Director at rehearsals, including keeping 
relevant paperwork, collecting script money 

  

    Prompt Prompting at rehearsals when “books go down”!!   

    Production Manager Coordinate all the “back stage” elements of a production 
i.e. Marketing, Set, Lights, sound, Props, Crew, Cos-
tumes, and liaising with each of those teams and flag-
ging up and issues to the director and committee 

  

Props Sourcing Props needed for the play (and possibly mak-
ing some!) and ensuring during the run of a show that 
everything is in the right place and the right time. 

  

Costumes Sourcing costumes needed for the play (and possibly 
making some!) and ensuring they fit the cast and assist-
ing with costumes changes during the run of the show. 

  

Set and Technical Can be anything form designing a set, building a set, 
helping at get in, crewing for the run to help with scene 
changes, Stage management, Lighting design, sound 
design, lighting and sound operation.  If you are interest-
ed in learning about these, please elt us know and we 
can arrange training for you. 

  

Performance and  
Social 

opportunities 

 
11 Dec - Christmas Party. 
25 Jan - Absurd Person Singular aftershow 
party. 
8 Feb - Workshop. 
12-13 Mar - Triple Act². 
w/c 23 Mar - Totton Drama Festival. 
29 Apr - Quiz Night. 
14 Jun - Happy Families aftershow party. 
18 Jul - Picnic/Barbeque. 

mailto:jane.beesley3@btinternet.com
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What’s On (other than SUP...) 
To advertise a theatrical extravaganza email Paul, the Newsletter Editor, with details. 

Quotes from our Social Media... 

Marion drunk again, Eva hiding under the table and Adam electrocuting himself. Another Absurd 
Evening! Tickets on sale! 

Abi Barnes  

4 November at 00:24 · Southampton  

Amazing time at the Halloween Social 
tonight! Thanks for such a fun evening!  

We now have 2 washing 
machines, 2 cookers, 2 sets of 
kitchen doors. Still looking for a 
cooker hood, fridges and flooring. 
Keep your eyes and ears peeled!  

The Committee:  

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer  Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Vice Chairman/
Business Manager 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor/
Programme Manager 

Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Technical Manager Mike Frost 07786 154207  me@mfrost.co.uk 

Membership/Deputy 
Business Manager 

Sandy Town 023 8044 3471 sandy41163@hotmail.co.uk 

Social Secretary Gina Hodsman 07824 665033 gsm103@live.co.uk 

    

Members’ News  

Welcome to our new members: Chris Hawley and John Wood. 

mailto:jane.beesley3@btinternet.com
mailto:alison@belmorepark.co.uk
mailto:ataussik@soton.ac.uk
mailto:bridgetw@btinternet.com
mailto:paulcresser@hotmail.com
mailto:me@mfrost.co.uk
mailto:sandy41163@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:gsm103@live.co.uk

