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Newsletter for Southampton University Players. 
 

Oct 2014, Issue 74 

www.southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com/ 

www.facebook.com/#!/groups/6284892668 

Twitter: @SUPamdram 

FROM JANE…   

 
Dear All, 
  
Welcome to the October Newsletter, complete with new title!!  Your new committee had a very 

good initial committee meeting recently, outcomes of which are included here – play readings for 

the new triple act, envelope stuffing for Absurd Person singular, social events, and specific roles for 

each member of the committee.  You will also find attached a list of areas where we would like 

EVERYONE to get involved – we are asking you to indicate which areas of back stage you would be 

prepared to help with, the idea being that if we have a list of several people 

who are prepared to help with, for example props, it doesn’t always fall to the 

same people for each show.  Please do let us know what you can do to help – 

we will be chasing those who ignore!! Let’s all be actively involved in the great 

team that is SUP! 

 

Come and join us for a Halloween themed theatre workshop on the 3rd 

of November at 7.30pm in Room 4013 of Building 34 (Education). It 

will be an informal opportunity to meet up and play some Halloween 

themed workshop style games!  

 

Everyone is welcome! We hope this will be an opportunity for 

members, old and new, to see what SUP is about and catch up after 

the summer break!  

 

Refreshments will be provided. 

WHAT’ 

http://southamptonuniversityplayers.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/6284892668
https://twitter.com/#/SUPamdram
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Wonderfully  Absurd! 
I am thrilled to say that we have cast & crew for Absurd Person Singular as follows: 
 
Ronald: Adam Taussik   Director/Producer: Bridget Wilkinson 
Marion: Adelle Spindlove   Assistant to the Director: Thomas Wilkinson 
Geoffrey: Paul Cresser   Production Assistant: Sandy Town 
Eva: Abi Lee     Prompt: Val Struthers 
Sydney: Neil Gwynne   Properties: Gina Hodsman  
Jane: Jane Milone    Crew:  Mike Frost 
Lottie: Hannah Swieton    Clayton Peters 
Dick: Chris Power     Paul Duell 
George the dog: April Napper   Chris Power, so far… 
 

Job Vacancies: 
We are still seeking a Properties (Props) Assistant to help Gina and a Front of House (FOH) Manager and 
FOH Assistants.  For job descriptions of the FOH roles, please visit the website at 
www.southamptonuniversityplayers.org.uk and log into the members only area. For the week of the run 
we will need at least 9 ‘twizzelers’ to rotate the kitchen sets between acts. If you are interested in any of 
their roles, please let Sandy Town know on sandy41163@hotmail.co.uk. The ‘twizzerlers’  get to have all 
the fun of the green room without the pressure of learning lines but also have to be totally co-ordinated 
and quick when needed.    
Can I just finish by saying a huge thanks to everyone who auditioned, I saw 36 really talented people all 
of whom I hope we will see on stage in our future productions.     
Bridget 
 

Purple Marketing Polos   
 
Promotional Polo Shirts are now available for Absurd Person Singular £14.30. To 
order and see more details regarding individualised wording please go to: http://
doodle.com/7kgcsqdsqpsxegh7 
Please pay by BACS Transfer, details in the member section of the website or by 

cheque made payable to Southampton University Players and passed to a member 

of the committee.  

 ***ENVELOPE STUFFING *** 

Envelope stuffing for the marketing of the production will take place from 10am on Saturday 15th No-

vember in Room 2019 (Building 34). Please can all members spare an hour of their time to help with this 

important job - the more help, the quicker it will get done - refreshments will be provided. 

http://www.southamptonuniversityplayers.org.uk
mailto:sandy41163@hotmail.co.uk
http://doodle.com/7kgcsqdsqpsxegh7
http://doodle.com/7kgcsqdsqpsxegh7
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One Act Plays 
 

Following on from the success of last year’s ‘Triple Act’, the committee have decided to produce 
another evening of one act plays. The plays will be performed on the evenings of 12th & 13th 
March 2015 at the Concorde Club in Eastleigh. 
 
The plays are: 

The Last Laugh – written and directed by Greg Parr, a play for one man and one woman. 

 

Your Life is a Feature Film – directed by Chris Hawley, a play for three men and two wom-

en. 
 

Motherhood Out Loud (subject to confirmation of licence) – directed by Jane Beesley, a se-

lection of monologues and short sketches depicting the ups and downs of motherhood. Some-
times poignant, sometimes rude, and often funny, it is written for a minimum of three women 
and one man, playing a variety if roles of all ages. NB - good line learning ability is a must!!  

 

There will be a reading of all three plays on 19th November 2014 in Room 2003/Building 34 
from 7.30 – everyone is encouraged to come along that evening to find out more. 
 

Casting will take place in December (exact dates to be confirmed) and rehearsals will then be 

scheduled by each director. There will be a full dress rehearsal for all three plays on 11th 

March 2015. 

The New Committee 
 

Following the initial meeting, each member of the committee has been allocated specific responsibilities 
as follows: 
  
Jane Beesley - Chairman (as elected) 
Alison Wells - Secretary (as elected) 
Adam Taussik - Treasurer (as elected) 
  
Bridget Wilkinson - Vice Chairman and Business Manager—responsible for the strategic direction of the 
group, overviewing finances and maintaining our relationship with the Nuffield and other venues. 
  
Sandy Town - Assistant to Business Manager and Membership - maintaining membership records, en-
suring subs are paid, etc. 
  
Paul Cresser - Newsletter Editor and Production Manager - co-ordinating future programme with re-
spect to plays, venues, directors etc. and liaising with the director/producer of each production. 
  
Mike Frost - Technical Manager - liaison with technical crews and checking venues’ technical capabili-
ties, responsible for ‘get-ins’. 
  
Gina Hodsman - Social Secretary - providing a calendar of social events for all members. 
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Sub-Committees 
 
As we move forward with the programme this year, we would like everyone to get involved – 
either on stage or off!  You will have seen in previous newsletters how much effort it takes to 
bring a production together, and there is a saying “many hands make light work”.  Below we 
have listed the areas where people may be asked to help, and we would like you to indicate 
which areas you would be prepared to help with, so that the production team can call on you as 
and when required.  Please complete the following table and return it to Jane Beesley, or email 
Jane (jane.beesley3@btinternet.com) to let her know.  The committee WILL be contacting all 
members to sign up to something, over the next few weeks.  
 
 
 

 
 

Name   
  

Please 
tick 

Please indicate which of the following you would be prepared to help with: 
  

  

Social Sub-Committee Helping our social secretary (Gina) organise a variety of 
events for the year, including a Christmas party and a 
summer BBQ/picnic, theatre trips and play readings. 

  

Marketing Sub-Committee Helping Bridget and Sandy market the shows, and keep-
ing SUP “alive” in people’s minds in between produc-
tions. 

  

Play Reading Sub Committee Looking at suggested plays to make sure they are “fit for 
Purpose” and to read and suggest other plays which 
may be suitable for SUP (either for productions, or for 
plays reading or workshops) 

  

Production Management:     

    Production Assistant Helping the Director at rehearsals, including keeping 
relevant paperwork, collecting script money 

  

    Prompt Prompting at rehearsals when “books go down”!!   

    Production Manager Coordinate all the “back stage” elements of a production 
i.e. Marketing, Set, Lights, sound, Props, Crew, Cos-
tumes, and liaising with each of those teams and flag-
ging up and issues to the director and committee 

  

Props Sourcing Props needed for the play (and possibly mak-
ing some!) and ensuring during the run of a show that 
everything is in the right place and the right time. 

  

Costumes Sourcing costumes needed for the play (and possibly 
making some!) and ensuring they fit the cast and assist-
ing with costumes changes during the run of the show. 

  

Set and Technical Can be anything form designing a set, building a set, 
helping at get in, crewing for the run to help with scene 
changes, Stage management, Lighting design, sound 
design, lighting and sound operation.  If you are interest-
ed in learning about these, please elt us know and we 
can arrange training for you. 

  

mailto:jane.beesley3@btinternet.com
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MURDER MYSTERY 
 
SUP presented 'Death at the Tenth' by Archie Wilson at Brookhouse Country Club, Botley on Saturday 
11th October. 
 
The evening was a stunning success with great fun had by audience and cast alike. Herbert Gloom 
(Stephen) was 'bumped off' after upsetting everyone and anyone at the Primrose Hill Annual Golf Club 
dinner. DI Sherbert Holmes (Adam) arrived to solve the mystery and announced that Herbert had died 
of a large wooden splinter through the brain  - seemingly from a wooden golf club..... 
 
Questions and a rather uncomfortable full body search ensued and the murderer was revealed as 
Rodger Rogers (Marcus) the golf club president who was avenging Gloom's miserable treatment of his 
long suffering wife Doris (Alison) with whom he was having an affair! 
 
Table 4 were the lucky winners, correctly guessing the murderer and the motive. 
Huge thanks to all the cast who were beyond brilliant in every way - Lorraine, Chris, Nick, Marilyn, Abi, 
Marcus, Stephen and Adam. Also James Gardner who came along and played the piano throughout - 
truly fantastic. 
 
Thanks also to Ron, Frances and Mike who came along to support. 
 
Brookhouse were delighted 
with the evening and intend 
to make this at least an annual 
event! 
 
ALISON 

SUBS 
 

A reminder for all members to pay subs which are due: £10 for regular membership, £5 for members in 
full-time education. 
 
We now have Online Banking so payments can be made through BACS to Southampton University 
Players: 
Sort code: 30-90-34 
Account: 00938779 
Please reference “SUPSUBS” with your FULL NAME (couples use BOTH sets of initials if there is not 
enough space). If you do not include your name, the payment will be counted as an anonymous  
donation! 
 
Old fashioned SUPers can still pay by good old cheques (send to Alison Wells: 1 Greyhound Close,  
Southampton, SO30 2WU) or by cash at rehearsal to your director or any committee member. If you  
have not paid by 31 October you will be removed from the membership list. 
 
If you are receiving this and know that you do not want to renew your membership, please advise a 
member of the committee so that your details can be removed from the mailing list. 
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What’s On (other than 

SUP...) 

To advertise a theatrical extravaganza email Paul, the 
Newsletter Editor, with details. 

Quotes from our Social Media... 

 

“Sydney (Neil) and Jane (Jane) met in a shoe shop 
and their first date was going for a coffee. They are 
so sweet , love them! 

Meeting Geoffrey (Paul) for the first time on 
Tuesday. At the moment I think he is abroad 
somewhere” 

 

Jess Spicer via Facebook 

 

“Hi all, I know we have some one act plays coming up 
and I would like to know if any of the directors who 
are taking part in the one act plays are looking for an 
assistant to help direct with them. This is due to the 
fact I would like the experience as it will help me 
further my career and also make me stand out for my 
university application as the course I am hoping to get 
onto is looking for little things like this. If you are in 
need then please get in touch with me via inbox! 
Thank you!” 

 
“Thank you Natalie for the washing 
machine and oven. Now seeking 
kitchen worktops, and fridges!” 

The Committee:  

Chair Jane Beesley  023 8045 4277 jane.beesley3@btinternet.com  

Secretary Alison Wells 07912 214448 alison@belmorepark.co.uk 

Treasurer  Adam Taussik  07736 705676  ataussik@soton.ac.uk 

Vice Chairman/
Business Manager 

Bridget Wilkinson  023 8044 0083  bridgetw@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor/
Programme Manager 

Paul Cresser 07508 274778 paulcresser@hotmail.com 

Technical Manager Mike Frost 07786 154207  me@mfrost.co.uk 

Membership/Deputy 
Business Manager 

Sandy Town 023 8044 3471 sandy41163@hotmail.co.uk 

Social Secretary Gina Hodsman 07824 665033 gsm103@live.co.uk 

    

Performance and  
Social opportunities 

 
3 Nov - Halloween Social 
15 Nov - Envelope Stuffing 
19 Nov - Play readings - One Acts. 

mailto:jane.beesley3@btinternet.com
mailto:alison@belmorepark.co.uk
mailto:ataussik@soton.ac.uk
mailto:bridgetw@btinternet.com
mailto:paulcresser@hotmail.com
mailto:me@mfrost.co.uk
mailto:sandy41163@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:gsm103@live.co.uk

